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Welcome
By Gary McWilliams, the FestivaL Nomad

Welcome to the first issue of Ontario Festivals Visited's newsletter,
"Festival Notes". The purpose of this newsletter is to let our
subscribers know where we have visited over the past month and where
we plan on visiting in future months. Hopefully, along the way, we can
give you some inside scoops about the festivals we have visited. Having
visited over 50 festivals, events and attractions over the past eight
months, we have experienced quite a lot. We want to share these
experiences and ideas with you through stories and tips. If you have any
festival adventures or photographs you would like to share with us, just
e-mail meat~arv@ontariofestivalsvisited.ca. We look forward to talking
with you each month and hope that you give us feedback so that we can
make "Festival Notes" enjoyable and informative. Have a wonderful
holiday season and a great festive month. See you in the new year
(January).

Tisthe Season ...

In looking at the festivals and events we have been to or are about to go
to, it has become apparent to me that the keywords are "old fashion". I
am not sure whether this was planned or not, but it has definitely been
the trend. The first event in November was The Maker's Hand held in
Picton. This was an artisan's event where they were selling their hand
made creations for Christmas. No modern manufacturing techniques!
Then there was the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair. It's been around for 85
years! Not too modern here. Next came the Toronto Santa Claus Parade.
It was founded by Timothy Eaton over 100 years ago. Then it was on to
the Peterborough Festival of Trees. Their theme was "Holiday Memories"
and they had a whole lot of old fashion decorations and showcases.
Finally there was Simcoe's Christmas Panorama. The main park was
completely decorated with lights. They even had a "Home Decorating
Contest". The whole event reminded me of my childhood, definitely NOT
modern! Besides, this event was celebrating its 45th anniversary. On
Saturday, December 13th my grandson and I are visiting Lang Pioneer
Village to attend their "Christmas by Candlelight" event. Then it's off to
Queens Park to visit the Legislative Building and see the decorations. Now
that building are old! The week after that we are visiting Black Creek

Please see Tis the Season ... on page 2



Page 2 Festival Notes

"Internet 'festival nomad'

pays a holiday visit... "

Festival President Eloise Bucholtz

and Peterborough Examiner staff

writer, Andrea Houston

Festival Ideas ...

Being in the Right Place ...

While we were visiting the Peterborough Festival of Trees, the
President, Eloise Bucholtz asked us if we would mind being
interviewed by the Peterborough Examiner. We were there at her
invitation to have a President's tour. The Examiner staff writer,
Andrea Houston, who was covering the Festival of Trees, had heard
that we were there. A meeting was arranged and we sat down for
the interview and coffee at the Festival's Snowflake Cafe. The next

day a wonderful article entitled "Internet 'festival nomad' pays a
holiday visit" appeared on page 3. It was certainly great to be
recognized!

Tis the Season.. .from page 1

pioneer Village for their "Christmas Remembered" event. Not
enough evidence? A few days before Christmas we are traveling all
the way to Brockville and beyond to Upper Canada Village. They are
holding their "Alight the Night" with Old Fashion hay rides, skating
and a ride on their Toy Train, all amongst their Heritage Buildings!

Are you convinced yet?!

Each month this section will feature ideas gained from attending so many festivals. For the
December issue I want to talk about researching festivals over the Internet. This past week I
wrote an article on "The Adventures of a Festival Nomad" blog about this subject. I am
republishing it for your enjoyment/information.

Mr. GOOGLE Is Your Best Friend!
How the heck do you find out about festivals and events anyway? That's the big question Judi and I
asked ourselves when we first started out on our adventures. As we began to consider visiting festivals
we were lost. Where to go? What to see? How to get there? You can see our dilemma. Fortunately we
had just joined Festivals and Events Ontario (FEO) and had attended their annual convention. There
they handed out a booklet called "Festivals Et Events in Ontario". This comprehensive guide,
developed by Festivals and Events Ontario in partnership with the Ontario Tourism Marketing
Partnership Corporation, can be obtained at most tourism offices and kiosks. The guide is updated
throughout the year and you can visit either the FEOwebsite (www.festivalsandeventsontario.ca) or
the Tourism Ontario website (www.ontariotravel.net) for updates and further festival information.
Reading through the guide gave us a lot of information about which festivals were available and when,
but it didn't nor couldn't (the book would be about 12 large volumes!) give much information about
each event. I wanted to get to the "meat" of the festivals we wanted to visit. Enter the Internet stage
right! But, and this is a big BUT not all websites have domain names that match their festivals name.
Yes, the guide does show a lot of the festival website addresses and a lot of them will actually get you
to the correct website, but not all of them. Here's an example of what I mean.

Please see Mr. GOOGLE" on page 3
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Festival Tips
Winter weather can be very fickled! One moment it can be sunny and
warm and the next freezing cold and snowing. So when you are traveling
to a Winter Festival, do what the Boy Scouts do, "Be Prepared". Here's a
great example. A few weeks ago we were visiting the Simcoe Christmas
Panorama. It was a night event, so we arranged hotel accommodations
at the local Comfort Inn. When we started out Saturday morning it was a
clear sunny day. All the news broadcasts were predicting the first major
storm of the season, but we forged ahead. The forecast was for freezing
rain, high winds, and lots of snow and then even more freezing rain.
When we got to Simcoe the weather was still clear. Even through the
opening ceremonies the weather stayed clear. It was very cold, -9
degrees, but clear. At the end of the ceremonies, Judi in a quiet voice
said "Let's go home". Being a man I should have said "No, let's brave it
out!" Fortunately a little voice inside said "Listen to Judi, she' right". So
we bid our goodbyes and went back to our hotel room, packed up and
drove home, a 3 hour drive. It was clear all the way home, but as we
drove I listen to 680 News for weather reports. All along the radio
announcer was telling us that the storm was following us. The next
morning we woke up, in our own home. When I looked outside I couldn't
see our car at first, it was covered with snow! If I (we) hadn't been
prepared to chanee our plans. we could still be stranded in Simcoe.

Even Santa was cold at the Simcoe

Christmas Panorama opening
ceremonies

"Fortunately a little voice
said ... "

"Here comes Mr.

Goggle to the rescue!"

Judi at the Festival
of Trees

Mr. GOOGLE... from page 2

The Peterborough Festival of Trees' website is not
www.peterboroughfestivaloftrees.carather.itis http://www.pfot.org.
This one is fairly easy to understand, but let's say you want to find out
about the Georgian Bay Kayak and Canoe Festival. You would think that
the website address would be www.georgianbavkavakandcanoefestival.ca
or something like that. Nope, you'd be way off. It's actually
http://www.whitesQuall.com. Why you might ask is that the web address?
It's simple dear reader, the festival is run by The White Squall Paddling
Centre and Outdoor Gear Store and that's their website! Unfortunately
connecting the dots is not always simple. Scary isn't it! When this happens
and the festival name and domain name are not the same and you
want/need the festivals information, what can you do? Here comes Mr.
GOOGLE to the rescue! The Goggle search engine is likely the most
comprehensive search site on the Internet. Yes, there are others and
plenty of them, but I use Google because I am confident that it will lead
me to the information I want. If you're not an "OLD PRO" like me, and you
are not familiar with the way search engines work, here's a quick (not
comprehensive) lesson. On you Internet page, at the top, you find an
"address" line, type in www.gooele.ca.This brings you to the "Google"
page. On the page you will see a blank square just under the word Google
Canada.

Please see Mr. GOOGLE .. on page 3
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Mr. GOOGLE... from page 3

This is where you type in the name of the festival or event you want to find. (So much
for the lesson! If you are still having trouble, give me a caLLand I will help you get
started - 1-800-815-8291) Watch out, though, sometime when you initiate a search, you
will see at the top of the search page you will see "Results" of the search. In the case
of the "Festival of Trees", 792,000 site that matched the search criterion! DON'T
WORRY, you don't have to view aLLthese sites! First of aLL,Google limits the numbers
you can actually view. They narrow the search down for you by eliminating a lot of
duplication, not aLL,but a lot. Even with their narrowing it down, there is still a lot to
left to see. The problem is that when you type in your key search words, the search
engine, Google, searches the entire Internet and selects sites that match the words and
combination of words that you have typed. The key is to look at only the first few pages
to see if what you are looking for is there. The search lists the best matches at the
beginning of the Lists. That means that the top 5 or 6 matches are Likely the one you
should look at first. If it's not there, try another combination of search words. It's
tricky, but if you work with it for a while you will get the hang of it! Patience is the
key. WeLLdesigned websites make your search easier because their designers
understand how search engines work and develop their web designs to take advantage
of the search technology. These websites usually appear on the first search page and
are normally in the top 5 to 6 matches. I know this seems Like a long winded way of
getting festival information, but once you get to understand what you are doing, it will
be worth the trouble. So, remember, no matter how daunting the task seems, Mr.
GOOGLE is still your best friend when it comes to learning about you favourite (and not
so favourite) festivaLs and events!
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