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Baby, It's Cold Outside ...
By Gary McWiWams, the Festival Nomad

As I write this article it's -BoC outside. Tomorrow they are forecasting
the largest snowfall of the season.This is a very difficult time for
festival organizers. Will people be able to come to the festival if there is
a large snowfall? What if it's too cold, will people come?What if it's too
warm, will the ice melt? There are so many variables. It's the same for
festival goers! Am I going to be able to get to the festival without
getting into an accident? What clothing should I bring, snow suit, long
underwear, heavy gloves, snow boots, toque, etc.? What equipment
should I bring, skis, toboggan, snowboard, skates, you get the picture.
It's hard to make all these choices without ruining the adventure! For
festival organizers and festival attendees, it's a time for decision, or, if
you prefer, indecision. No matter what, the event will go on and
everyone will have fun! After all, the event is being held at the best
(worst) time of the year! Go out there and participate, it's CANADA!

Where To Go ... What To See ...
Last week I visited my first event of the year. It was a hard
decision. There were two great events taking place at the
same time. Unfortunately I couldn't clone myself, so I had
to decide where to go. When I got to the cross roads I
turned right and drove to Brighton to the Brighton
Winterfest. I am glad I did. I met some great people and
attended a number of fun events. I just hope my next
choices are as right! The next festival we want to attend is
the Barrie Winterfest. The only challenge is that the
weatherman is calling for a major snowstorm the day
before. We will have to wait until the day of the event to
decide whether or not to go. The week after that it's
either the Markham MuseumWinter Carnival or the Orillia
Winter Carnival (hard choice). Then it's the new Cobourg
Winter Festival which falls on Ontario's newest holiday,
Family Day. Also on the same weekend is the International
Auto Showin Toronto. We hope to go both events. The
final weekend in February would have taken us to the
Ottawa Boat & Sportsmen's Show, but it falls on the same
weekend as the Festival & Event Ontario annual
conference in London. As a member of this association we
will be attending this event. March should be exciting with
more sportsmen's show, maple syrup festivals and more.
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Ontario's Festivals ...

I am a member of Festivals and Events Ontario (FEO).
This is the official voice of Ontario's festivals and
events. The following appears on FEO's website and
describes it's place in the festival and event industry.

"The Voice Of The Festivals & Special Events
Industry in Ontario ... Festivals & Events Ontario
(FEO) was established in 1987 as an association
devoted to the growth and stability of the festival and
event industry in Ontario.
FEO provides festival and event organizers across the
province with a networking forum offering professional
development opportunities and resources aimed to
encourage professionalism and excellence in the
delivery of festivals and special events.
The association also serves industry members whose
goods and services are of use and benefit to Ontario's
festivals and special events."

Judging Festivals ...
Last month I had the privilege of being asked to be
one of the judges for the annual Festival and Events
Ontario Achievement Awards. The awards take a look

at various categories of achievement and festivals are
judged for excellence in each category. Looking over
each submission show just how much effort went into
the organizing of these events. The quality of each
submission showed the professionalism of the
organizers. I was pleased that I recognized most of
the festivals being judged and that Judi and I had
visited many of them. While we were judging the
annual Achievement Awards, another group
determining which festivals would be awarded the
distinction of being one of Ontario's top 100 festivals.
When you consider that there are some 5,000 festivals
and events being held in Ontario each year, this
distinction is quite an accomplishment! If you are
looking for a festival or event to go to, you can't go
wrong by visiting any of the Achievement Award
winners or one of Ontario's top 100 festivals. You can
visit the FEOwebsite at

http://www.festivalsandeventsontario.ca/to find out
more.

A Peach Pie Booth at the Winona
Peach Festival, one of Ontario's 2007

Top 50 Festivals

"If you are looking for a
festival to attend ... "

The Giant Pumpkin pyramid at the
Waterford Pumpkinfest, one of Ontario's

2007 Top 50 Festivals
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Festival Ideas ...

One of the many beautiful farms

along out route to the Waterloo

Quilt Festival

"... one of the first

planned towns ... "

Dragon Boat Racers in Stratford

Each month this section will feature ideas gained from
attending so many festivaLs. For the January issue I
want to taLk about the UTriaLsof Far Away" festivaLs. A
few weeks ago I wrote an article on uThe Adventures
of a FestivaL Nomad" bLog about this subject. I am
republishing it for your enjoyment/information?

Never Drive in a Straight Line When a Crooked
One Will Do...

uGetting there is half the fun, isn't it?" At least that's
what I believe and I think I may even have convinced
Judi. Take our trip to the Waterloo Quilt Festival last
spring. We could have driven straight there, west on
Highway 401 to Cambridge, north on Highway 8, through
Kitchener-Waterloo and then on to St Jacobs. A two

hour plus trip of driving and not much else! (Boring ...
boring) Instead, I (WE) decided to go the uscenic"
route. It involved driving through Toronto on the 401
Highway to Milton. Then, just west of Milton, we left
the 401 at Campbellville. We turned south on the
Guelph Line into Campbell ville. This is a picturesque
little hamlet with a number of quaint stores. We got out
of the car and explored the shops. Pretty neat, eh!!
Once we were finished looking around, we continued on
our journey. This time we traveled north on the Guelph
Line. On our way, we passed the Mohawk Raceway. Had
we been later in the day, we could have stopped and
taken in a standardbred race or two. (Website:
http://www.woodbineentertainment.com/mohawk!)
Since it was early in the day we continued on. Further
on, we passed the Streetcar & Electric Rail Road
Museum. (Website: http://www.hcrv.org/ab us.html)
We didn't exactly pass, we stopped to take photos.
Unfortunately we were traveling on a week day and the
Museum is only open on weekends! Still, plenty of fun!
We continued on the Guelph Line until we came to
Highway 7. This we followed west right into the heart of
Downtown Guelph. Guelph is the home of Canada's
agricultural university, Ontario Agricultural College
(OAC). (Website: http://www.oac.uoguelph.ca) OAC is
the oldest part of the University of Guelph (1873).
Guelph is also one of the first planned towns in Canada.
Driving through Downtown Guelph is both an interesting
and challenging experience. Interesting because the all
the historical architecture.

Please see Festival Ideas... on page 4
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Festival Ideas ... from page 3

Challenging because of the road system! To find out more
about Guelph, visit these 2 websites:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guelph, Ontario and
http://guelph.ca/living.cfm. We finally left "The Royal
City" (aka Guelph) and headed north. We were now in
beautiful Mennonite Country! Our route was
serendipitous. We were traveling the back roads of
Waterloo County. We passed numerous Mennonite farms
along the way. These well maintained farms are beautiful
and fascinating. In a world gone mad for modern
conveniences, Mennonite farms and lifestyle take us back
to the days of our forefather, where hard work required
strength and endurance. We also passed through 2 more
charming villages, Maryhill and Conestoga. After 3 1;1

hours "on the road", we reached our final destination of
5t. Jacobs. Was the extra hour or so worth it? Quaint
villages, horse racing, museums, historic architecture,
scenic landscape, magnificent farms, winding roads... you
be the judge! And, we hadn't even visited the festival
yet! NOT BORING!!! So, when you embark on your next
festival trip, "go crooked"!

Festival Tips
Check the Festival Guide First ...
Most festivals provide an event guide as you enter the
grounds. If they don't, ask one of the festival volunteers
if they can get one for you. I can't tell how much time
we have saved by reviewing the guide first. Many events
within the festival are timed closely together, so if you
haven't pre-planned, you might miss something you
really wanted to see. Previewing the guide also gives
you the shortest and most logical festival routes. You
may be the type of person who just likes to "discover"
and that's okay, but for me I like to know when and
where!
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st. Jacobs's main street, one
of Ontario's most unique

villages

"It's not that Judi is a

tyrant. It's just that ... "

Christmas by Candlelight at
Lang Pioneer Village


