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8 The Inside Scoop... Once again Judi and I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy 
2011. Our thanks goes out to all those who contributed to the success 
and growth of Ontario Festivals Visited. Without you we would not 
be able to promote Ontario's fabulous festivals and events! A special 
thanks goes out to our new Festival Nomad Correspondents. I will 
talk more about these wonderful friends in my Festival Nomad's 
Report. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank this year's 
Banner Ad sponsors. They allow Judi and I to travel Ontario as we seek 
out new and interesting events. As we did last year, we are proud to 
display many of this year's advertisers throughout this month's issue. 
The following are some of this year's highlights: 

• In May, we initiated our Festival Nomad Correspondents 
program. 7 intrepid festival goers volunteered for the task and 
visited and wrote about 16 festivals and events (more in my 
Nomad Report). 

It's A New Year! 

Please see It's A New Year… on page 2

by Gary McWilliams, the Festival Nomad 

 

Festival Nomad's Report... 
It's hard to believe that 2011 is now here! A year ago I was waiting for a 
call from Kingston Hospital telling me that I was scheduled for heart 
surgery! During the week right after New Year's 2010, I received a call 
saying that my surgery would be on the following week. On Sunday, the 
hospital called to say that my surgery was being postponed. Even though 
I had been warned that this might happen, it was still unnerving. In the 
week that followed, the hospital called again, telling me that the 
operation was going to take place on January 18th. The date remained 
set and I had triple by-pass surgery on that date. Four days later, I was 
released from the hospital and sent home to recover! Amazing! And, 
that's how I feel today! 

 
Boomer Consumer Show 

Lindsay 

Please see Festival Nomad's Report… on page 2
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Thank You ... from page 1 
 • Also in May, we introduced our new sub-domain, War of 1812 

Celebrations. This website is dedicated to the promotion of 
the War of 1812 Bicentennial which takes place in 2012. The 
website contains articles about events we have visited, a 
quarterly newsletter, an event calendar and a "headline news" 
page. Judi is researching information about the war and is 
writing a weekly Blog about her findings. So far she has written 
about clothing, food, encampments, muskets, drumming and 
Christmas! 

• During 2010, we visited, with the help of our correspondents, 
49 festivals and events. 

• Over the past 3 years, Judi and I have now written and 
published over 250 Blog articles! The Blogs include The 
Adventures of the Festival Nomad, Gary's Blog and War of 1812 
Celebrations Articles. 

• The Festival News section, which we launched last year, now 
attracts 2,500 web visits per month. This is a very popular, 
free service that Ontario Festivals Visited offers festival and 
event organizers. Quite a number of well known festivals and 
facilities take advantage of this service, including the Toronto 
Zoo, the Toronto Harbourfront Centre, Kick It Up in the 
Kawarthas, Stratford Shakespeare Festival and the Hamilton 
Museums. All-in-all, we receive an average of 50 postings per 
week. 

• At the end of the year, more than 160,000 festival web visitors 
had experienced our website, for an average of over 13,500 
per month. Our average now is approximately 17,000 (based on 
the last 6 month's average).  

As for the future, we have a number of additions planned. We will be 
introducing these throughout 2011. One addition, however, will begin 
on Tuesday, January 4th. This is when we will be introducing Judi's 
new Blog, "The Inside Scoop"! Judi will be interviewing and writing 
about interesting festival and event personalities. Her first interview 
will be with Melanie Fernandez, Director of Community and 
Educational Programmes for the Toronto Harbourfront Centre. This 
will be a multi-part interview that discusses Melanie's Harbourfront 
duties plus her involvement with this year's KUUMBA event which 
takes place in February during Black History Month. 

 

Lang Pioneer Village 
Keene 

"At the end of the year, 
more that 160,000..." 

 
 

Festival Nomad's Report ... from page 1
The first few month's were tough, but with the love and help from Judi, I 
was able to slowly recover. Today, one year later, I feel great, better 
than I have felt in years! After the first three months I was able to start 
thinking about festivals and visiting them. The first event, held at the 
beginning of April, that Judi and I visited was the Boomer Consumer 
Show in Lindsay. The second event held two weeks later was the Brighton 
Country Living Show. From there we managed to visit and re-visit 36 
more festivals and events. As I mentioned before, add these events to the 
16 that our Festival Nomad Correspondents visited and we managed to 
cover 49 event during 2010. This brings the total number of festivals and 
events that we have visited to 176. 
 Please see Festival Nomad's Report… on page 3

 
Love Train Revue 

Richmond Hill 
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Festival Nomad's Report ... from page 2 

Correspondent Anne Brooks 
London 

 

 

In 2011 our total will be in excess of 200. Although this seems a large number, it is 
extremely small considering that there are thousands of festivals and events held 
each year! Speaking of our Festival Correspondents, I would like to introduce each of 
them to you. The first Correspondent to come on board was Anne Brooks. Anne lives 
in the London area and works at Fanshawe Pioneer Village. Anne has covered 2 
events so far, the Battle of Longwoods in May and the Backus War of 1812 Re-
enactment. Our second Correspondent was Carol Law. Carol is Judi's older sister. 
Carol lives in Newmarket and has visited a number of events in that area. They 
include the Windfall Ecology Festival, the Around the World Multicultural Tour 
and the Kettleby Fair. Our third Correspondent was Philippa (Pip) Wild. Pip, who 
lives in the Aurora area, visited and wrote about the 50th anniversary of the 
Mariposa Folk Festival. The forth Correspondent came to us by default. Judi and I 
were scheduled to visit the Siege of Fort Erie. I became ill that weekend and 
couldn't make it. Jim Hill, who works for Niagara Parks and participated in the 
event, wrote a wonderful article about the Siege. The "team" of Connie and Tom 
McAleese started visiting and writing about events in August and have submitted a 
total of 7 articles with photos. It all began with the Taste of the Danforth. This was 
followed by Keady Farmers Market, the Owen Sound Salmon Spectacular, Fiera 
(Toronto), the Cabbagetown Festival, the Ukrainian Festival and the Stratford 
Perth County Culinary Festival. Connie and Tom live in Scarborough and Connie is 
the sister/sister-in-law of our good friends and festival companions, Ross and Cathy 
Cannata. The final addition to our Correspondent Team is Kevin Stuart. Kevin lives 
in Port Hope. Kevin and his family have visited two events, the Christmas at 
Presqu'ile Arts and Crafts Show and Christmas by Candlelight Re-visited (Lang 
Pioneer Village).  

Please see Festival Nomad's Report… on page 6

Correspondent Carol Law 
Newmarket 

 

  
 

 

Correspondent Pip Wild 
Aurora 

 

Correspondents 
Connie & Tom McAleese 

Scarborough 

 

Correspondent Kevin Stuart 
Cobourg 

 

Migration Festival 
Kingsville

Gardens Plus 
Peterborough

McLean Berry Farm 
Buckhorn 
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Exclusive Interview... 
with the World's Greatest Event Organizer 

It was shortly before Christmas, when I started 
to think about how big an event it really is... 
perhaps the world's largest single day event! 
With Judi's new Blog, The Inside Scoop, starting 
in January, we thought that an interview with 
the world's greatest event organizer would be in 
order. With that thought in mind, we managed 
to arrange for an exclusive interview with the 
master himself, St. Nick! The following is the 
interview in its entirety. 
Festival Nomad (FN) - As events of this size 
normally take a year or more to plan, what is 
your most difficult challenge? 
Santa Clause (SC) - "The initial planning. Having 
a clear direction, a set of detailed goals and a 
realistic budget are the keys. Once you have 
these challenges worked out, everything else 
falls into place." 
FN - What is your greatest reward and why do 
you do this every year? 
SC - "It's the children! Their smiling faces and 
joyful laughs are my greatest rewards! They are 
also the reason why I do this year after year!" 
FN - Don't you get bored? 
SC - "No, not at all. The world is ever changing, 
children grow up, babies are born, new toys are 
developed. It's an enormous challenge, but one 
that keeps me alive and interested!" 
FN - This may seem to be an odd question, but 
what do you do when you need a washroom 
break? 
SC - "I've learned from past experience not to 
drink, especially coffee, before my worldwide 
trip! Fortunately this is not a problem for me! 
Unfortunately, it's the reindeer that haven't 
learned yet, especially Rudolph!"  
FN - How do you keep your Elves happy and 
motivated? 
SC - "We've been doing this for a very long time, 
and I have learned over the year's that happy 
Elves work the best! I treat them with respect, 
give them well defined jobs and we all have a 
lot of fun while we are working. The key is that 
we work as a team. I also keep reminding them 
why we are working so hard and what a 
worthwhile endeavour Christmas is!" 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kick It Up in the Kawarthas  
 Oshawa International Festival 

Oshawa 

 

"... it's the reindeer that 
haven't learned yet, 
especially Rudolph!" 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Canal, Railway & Chocolate Festival 

Smiths Falls 
 

Jazz and Blues in the Village 
Sarnia  

Please see Exclusive Interview… on page 5 
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 Exclusive Interview ... from page 4

 

 
SC - "Unfortunately, like everyone else, we are affected by the economy. 
Over the years we have developed the goodwill of the worldwide 
community and they have been helping me through these difficult times. 
Also, like I said before, we develop a very realistic budget at the beginning 
of the year and then work to that budget. We also try to have a 
contingency plan in place just in case a catastrophe occurs." 
FN - Do you ever get tired of the "standard" event refreshments (milk and 
cookies) that are served? 
SC - "I obviously like it in small quantities, but it does become a bit routine 
after a while. I prefer the more healthy food in the long run. After all, I do 
have to watch my waist line! Mrs. Claus is always reminding me about my 
weight! Fortunately Christmas comes only once a year, so a little over 
indulgence doesn't hurt too much! Beside, throughout the rest of the year I 
manage to eat properly. We've even set up an exercise room for the Elves 
and me! I exercise pretty much every day. Got to keep in shape for the 
rigors of the job!" 
FN - Since you're such a great organizer, how come you don't do other 
events throughout the year? 
SC - "To be honest with you, Christmas is a huge endeavor. It takes a lot of 
time and effort by myself and my team to do it right. It is such a great and 
important event that I don't want to take anything away from it by 
deluding my time, effort and resources on other projects.? 
FN - Is that why Christmas is just a one day event? 
SC - "Yes, that's right. We've thought about expanding, but when it came 
right down to it we felt that the extra days weren't worth the effort. The 
increased manpower, cost and time just didn't make sense. Besides, we've 
seen others try to run longer events and most seem to have fallen flat." 
FN - Your event is very well publicized, how do you do it" 
SC - "Well, as you know, experience is a great teacher. Over the years 
we've managed our advertising budget wisely and we have formed many 
important partnerships. As a result Christmas has grown over the years 
from a small idea to a large movement! Now, everywhere you go, the 
magic of Christmas is in the air! Creating this effect, as an event planner, 
has been both fun and challenging!" 
FN - So, Santa, what do you do the day after Christmas? 
SC - "Good question! I guess I'm like everyone else, I kick off my shoes and 
lie back in my favourite easy chair! Too much milk and cookies! However, 
in the days following Christmas, I get together with the Elves and we 
discuss how everything went. We look at both the good and bad and try to 
figure out how we can make next year that much better! After that, we 
have one heck a party! We want to enjoy each others company and 
celebrate a job well done!" 
FN - Santa, thank you very much for the interview. You've given us a lot to 
think about. Your expertise is invaluable. Do you have anything else that 
you would like to share with our readers? 
SC - "I just want to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a happy and 
healthy New Year! And remember, I know who's been naughty and nice!" 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mariposa Folk Festival 

Orillia  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunset Cruises 
Bracebridge 
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We are very thankful for the participation of all 
of our Festival Nomad Correspondents and hope 
that they will continue to visit and write about 
festivals and events in 2011. We look forward to 
adding more Correspondents throughout the 
year. If you are interested in joining us, please 
let me know. 
In December 2010 we managed, with the help 
of Festival Correspondent, Kevin Stuart, to visit 
two events. While Judi was volunteering at Lang 
Pioneer Village, I travel eastward to Spencerville 
and its A Country Christmas Remembered. This 
was a wonderful way to experience an "old 
fashion Christmas". The residents of Spencerville 
really out did themselves! That same weekend, 
on Sunday, Kevin and his family visited Lang 
Pioneer Village for its annual Christmas By 
Candlelight. Kevin's article is beautifully written 
and captures the spirit of the event! 
Here are some January 2011 festivals and 
events for you to consider visiting: 
Winter Festival of Lights (Niagara Falls) - Daily 
until January 31st 
Winter Whimsy (Hamilton Children's Museum) - 
Daily until January 9th 
The Natrel Rink (Toronto Harbourfront Centre) - 
Daily until January 31st and beyond 
Sarnia Snofest - January 22nd 

Niagara Passion 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

 

  

 

IlluminAqua 
Welland 

 
St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival 

Prescott 

 

"I traveled eastward to 
Spencerville and its..." 

Festival Nomad's Report ... from page 3
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trenton Scottish Irish Festival 
Trenton 

 Kempenfest 
Barrie

Migration Festival 
Kingsville 
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Mississauga Rotary Ribfest 
Mississauga 

 

 

Buckhorn Fine Art Festival 

Over the years I have attended, worked with and 
organized hundreds of festivals and events. With 
this new series, "INSIDE with the Festival 
Nomad", I want to give you an "inside" look at 
some of the festivals and events that I have been 
involved with or that I have visited. Along the 
way, I have had a lot of fun and sometimes 
frustration, but I have never been bored! 

Across Canada... Up Island 
I think Victoria is one of the most beautiful cities in 
North America. It still retains its “Old British” charm! 
Tea at the Empress Hotel is a must, especially if you 
have any “British blood”! When we arrived on 
Vancouver Island we drove straight to Victoria. We 
were early enough to spend an hour or so sight-
seeing. Victoria is a very expensive place to stay! So 
we decided to drive a short distance out of town to 
the Village of Sooke. There was a camp ground in 
Sooke that suited us and our needs. That night we had 
a fabulous meal at a Chinese Canadian restaurant. I 
don’t think that I have had a better meal! The next 
day we spent exploring Victoria and the Foot Rodd 
Hill Historic Park. Refreshed after a relaxing day, we 
packed up the van and started off towards “Up 
Island”. The trip takes you along the Malahat 
Highway. It is a spectacular trip and one well worth 
taking. There are several interesting towns along the 
way, but the one I was looking forward to was 
Chemainus. I had first visited this interesting town 
twenty years before and was anxious to see how it 
had changed. It has an interesting history. A few years 
before my first visit it had been a lumbering town 
with one main employer. The employer decided to 
shut the mill down and let all its employees go. Most 
towns facing this type of challenge would “fold up” 
and fade away. Not Chemainus! Some enterprising 
residents suggested that they hire several artists to 
paint murals on the sides of many of the buildings 
throughout the town. Each artist was instructed to 
paint an accurate painting of historical life in the 
area, but were to include one small inaccuracy in the 
scene. Once the murals were completed (with 
inaccuracies) the town offered a reward to visitors if 
they could identify all the inaccuracies. They offered 
a sizeable reward to the first person who could 
identify them all. Word spread about this unique 
contest and people “flocked” to the town. It has now 
become one of the most successful communities on 
the island. Artists, seniors and business people have 
chosen it as a great place to live! It's known as "The 
Little Town That Did"! 
 

INSIDE with the Festival Nomad... 

"Tea at the Empress Hotel 
is a must..." 

 

Rockton World's Fair 
Rockton 

 

Peak to Shore Music & Artfest 
Collingwood 
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 The Inside Scoop... 

 

 

A Country Christmas Remembered 
Spencerville 

 

them to volunteering and what kept them coming back? I was curious as 
to what they enjoyed or perhaps what they did not enjoy. A warm 
hearted women told me that she volunteered because of her great love of 
the “Village”, and in particular the children. Passing on her knowledge of 
the past and conveying the importance to continue the “living history” 
means a lot to her. Being the end of a long season, she admitted that she 
was a little tired, but then she smiled deeply, with excitement in her 
eyes, and told me she can hardly wait until next season when the children 
return and history goes on! Another woman I spoke to stated that she 
enjoyed the challenges and the variety while volunteering. She liked 
meeting and working with new and interesting people and she liked 
accomplishing new tasks. I realize the importance of how festivals and 
events need volunteers to be successful. They are most often the “life-
line”! Without their contributions, many festivals and events simply would 
not exist. With this being said, I believe that if I can continue to ask 
questions to the organizers, curators, volunteers, of festivals and events 
throughout Ontario, I might be able to shed some light into their trials 
and tribulations, successes and pitfalls. I am hoping that some helpful 
hints, as to festival/event does & don’ts, may be a fun and interesting 
way to convey some important messages. With this in mind, I have 
decided to get “THE INSIDE SCOOP” from a wide variety of festival 
enthusiasts! Here is your opportunity to learn all about the "behind the 
scenes actions, decisions and people" that make Ontario's wonderful 
festivals and events what they are! 
My new Blog, “THE INSIDE SCOOP, with Judi McWilliams” begins January 
4th and will be published weekly. As mentioned by Gary, the first article 
features my interview with Melanie Fernandez, Director of Community 
and Educational Programmes for the Toronto Harbourfront Centre.  
 

 

Ontario Festivals Visited 
P.O. Box 272 
Cobourg, ON K9A 4K8 CANADA 
Phone: 
1-888-818-0255 
E-mail: 
info@ontariofestivalvisited.ca 

 

On a cold crisp dark snowy night I had the 
pleasure of volunteering at Lang Pioneer 
Village during their “Christmas by 
Candlelight” celebrations. This was their 
last special event for the year and I wanted 
to take an opportunity to speak with some of 
my fellow volunteers. I wondered what led 

Grail Lady Faire 

 

Aurora Jazz+ festival 
Aurora

Railway Country& Bluegrass Festival 
Cookstown 

 


