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2012... WOW!! 
By Gary McWilliams, the Festival Nomad 

It seems like only a few months ago that Judi and I were planning 
our 2011 itinerary and now it’s 2012. WOW!! As in past years, I 
would like to thank those who have believed in us and helped our 
journey to promote Ontario's great festivals and events... our 
Banner Advertisers, our Festival Nomad Correspondents, the 
interesting people Judi interviewed for her THE INSIDE SCOOP 
Blog and her War of 1812 Celebrations Blog, and all organizations, 
throughout Ontario that used our services. In previous years we 
displayed the ads of many of the Banner Advertisers who placed 
ads with us. This year is no exception. Each ad display has a link to 
the advertiser's website. Please check them out to learn more 
about these great organizations. 

Please see 2012... WOW!!!  on page 2

The Love Train Revue 

 

Festival Nomad's Report... 
2011 proved to be another busy year! It started off slowly, as it 
normally does, and then it gradually built to a “crescendo”.  
The first event, February, was the Family Fishing Weekend on 
Rick Lake. Kevin Stuart with his son, attended and reported.  
March was next, with 3 events visited. The Toronto Golf Show 
with my friend Michael Podaru, the Warkworth Maple Syrup 
Festival by Kevin Stuart and Canada Blooms with our friends 
Laurence and Barbara Stevenson.  
April was busy with Judi and me visiting the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. New Festival Nomad Correspondent Wendy Brick 
attended and reported on Eat and Drink Norfolk held at the 
Norfolk County Fair Grounds in Simcoe. Canadian International  

Military Tattoo 
 Please see Festival Nomad's Report... on page 3

http://www.canadianmilitarytattoo.ca/�
http://the-revue.com/?page_id=205�
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Here are some of the highlights for 2011: 

• During the year we created a number of “Ontario Visited” websites. These 
included websites for Fairs, Communities, Heritage Properties and 
Attractions. All are doing well and attracting web visitors. We also created 
a “portal” website, Ontario Visited at www.ontariovisited.ca. This 
website allows visitors access to all our websites, blogs and newsletters 
with ease. In addition to the above websites, we have created two more, 
Ontario Event Calendar and Ontario Event Finder (search engine). Each of 
these websites has been designed to allow festival goers access to Ontario 
festival and event information. These websites contain information about 
hundreds of Ontario festivals and events. If you know of any that aren't 
included, please let us know. 

• Also during the past year, we have started two new blogs. THE INSIDE 
SCOOP was started by Judi and contains a number of interesting interviews. 
Her first interview with Melanie Fernandez of the Toronto Harbourfront 
Centre started it off. Judi appreciated all the information provided by 
Melanie. Her interview with Terry Grant, AKA The Mantracker, was very 
exciting, especially when he gave her a ‘BIG’ hug (sigh). And her interview 
with Ontario’s Minister of Tourism and Culture, Michael Chan, gave us 
insight into Ontario’s tourism future. The second Blog that was started this 
year was “Ontario Tales”. This blog tells stories about Canadians who have 
made Ontario a fascinating place to live! The current story is about William 
Leonard Hunt, better known as The Great Farini. The story is based on 
Canadian author, Shane Peacock's book, "The Great Farini, the High-Wire 
Life of William Hunt". Shane is in the process of completing his children's 
mystery series of The Boy Sherlock Homes. 

• In June, we changed the name and the look of our monthly newsletter (now 
THE INSIDER). We wanted to reflect the changes and additions to our 
website group. At the same time we changed the “look” of the front pages 
of all our websites. We wanted to make the websites easier to use and 
access information. 

• All of the above changes have helped make this the most successful year 
ever. As we enter our sixth year of promoting Ontario festivals and events, 
the number of event web visitors to our websites has increased from 
160,000 last year to over 340,000 this year. The month of October saw the 
most event web visitors at 43,799. What is most rewarding is that we see 
substantial increases in visitors each month. Our overall target 

A Country Christmas 
Remembered

Avonmore Fair 
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Lifestyle Show - Lindsay 
Buckhorn Community Centre 

Blessfest 

http://www.blessfest2011.com/�
http://www.acountrychristmas.ca/�
http://www.avonmorefair.ca/�
http://www.silverconnectionshealthlifestyles.com/�
http://www.buckhorncommunitycentre.com/�
http://www.ontariovisited.ca/
http://ontarioeventcalendar.ontariofestivalsvisited.ca/
http://ontariofestivalfinder.ontariofestivalsvisited.ca/
http://judisinsidescoop.blogspot.com/
http://judisinsidescoop.blogspot.com/
http://ontarioheritagetales.blogspot.com/
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Our overall target for 2012 is to attract over 500,000 event web visitors. 
A tall order, I know, but one that I believe is attainable! 

The future looks bright and very busy! As most of you know, 2012 is the War of 
1812 Bicentennial. Judi and I are looking forward to becoming very involved in 
the promotion of all of the Bicentennial activities and events. It should prove 
to be an interesting and fun-filled year! 

Festival Nomad Report... from page 2
The next event was in Lindsay at the Lifestyle Show (formerly the Boomer 
Consumer Show). The final event of the month was the Grand Opening of the 
Cobourg Community Centre. Kevin Stuart reported on this event.  
May started off with a trip to the Lang Pioneer Village's Volunteer Meeting. As 
you may know, Judi volunteers at most of their special events. Then we visited 
the Warkworth Lilac Festival and the Warkworth Art in the Park. While we 
were traveling in the area we visited and wrote about the communities of 
Warkworth and Stirling. A week later we were in Lindsay to attend both the 
Lindsay Lilac Festival and All About Horses at the Lindsay Fair Grounds. This is 
where Judi and I got to meet and interview Terry Grant, The Mantracker! 
While we were in Lindsay, Kevin Stuart and his family were visiting the 
Colborne Apple Blossom Festival. The next day Kevin and I traveled to Toronto 
and Downsview Park for the Wings & Wheels Heritage Festival.  
June, believe it or not, was even busier. It started off with a trip to 
Spencerville (near Prescott) to attend the Spencerville Mill Heritage Festival. 
While we were in the area, we also attended the Sunny Acres Zoo Grand 
Opening. That same day, Festival Nomad Correspondent, Anne Brooks was at 
the Fleetwood Cruize-In (London area). The next day Judi and I went to Picton 
for the Great Canadian Cheese Festival. That was followed by a visit to the 
Peony Festival held in Oshawa. We went to it with our friends Barbara and 
Laurence Stevenson. The next day Judi and I traveled to Lang Pioneer Village 
for the Corktown Man play. Midweek we traveled all the way to 
Penetanguishene for a War of 1812 Conference. While we were there, we were 
treated to tours of Discovery Harbour (Penetanguishene), Nancy Island (Wasaga 
Beach) and Fort Willow (Barrie). During the month Kevin visited Lang Pioneer 
Village for its Smoke and Steam Show. At the end of the month, Judi and I 
were guests at the Canadian International Military Tattoo in Hamilton. What a 
performance that was!  
Finally, it was mid year and July! While Judi and I visited Lang Pioneer Village 
for its Dominion Day Celebrations, Kevin Stuart and his family were in Sarnia 
for the Sarnia Canada Day festivities. The next weekend we traveled 
 Please see Festival Nomad Report... on page 4
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Festival Nomad Report...  from page 3 

 

to Prescott for the opening play at the St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival. The next 
day we were back at Lang Pioneer Village for their Antique & Classic Car Show. From 
Lang we traveled a little north to Peterborough to hear the Peterborough Concert 
Band perform. Shortly thereafter, this was followed by a trip to Niagara-on-the-Lake 
for a visit to Fort George and their re-enactment of the Battle of Fort George. The 
following week, with Barbara and Laurence, we visited Gardens Plus for their 
Daylilies in Bloom event. We also visited the Village of Keene. The following 
weekend took us to Wasaga Beach for the Wasaga Under Siege re-enactment. Here 
we met up with future Festival Nomad Correspondents, Kathy Fisher and her re-
enacting 12 year old son, Benjamin. Ben's article, The Best Hobby in the World can 
be found on the War of 1812 Celebrations Articles Blog (Link). During the following 
week, New Festival Nomad Correspondent, Ainsley Brush, visited Centreville on 
Centre Island in Toronto with her son and his school group. She and her daughter 
followed that visit up with a trip to the Bowmanville Zoo. In the meantime, Kevin 
and I traveled to Hamilton to the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum. We were 
treated to a tour of the facility by Kevin’s father, Malcolm, who is a volunteer 
museum guide at the Museum. At the end of the month Judi and I had two final 
events to attend. The first was to the Aurora Jazz+ Festival on a Friday and then on 
to Barrie the next day to visit Kempenfest.  
In the month of August we started to slow down a little. The beginning of the month 
saw us travel to North Bay for a tour of the city on the bay (Lake Nippissing) and a 
visit to my cousin, Jim Brien. After we left North Bay, we visited both the Town of 
Huntsville and Algonquin Provincial Park on our way home. In mid month we visited 
Lang Pioneer Village for their Festival of Textiles and the Grand Opening of the S. 
W. Lowry Weaver Shop and the Jacquard Loom Interpretive Centre. The next week 
we were off to Toronto for a visit and interview with The Honourable Michael Chan, 
Minister of Tourism and Culture, Province of Ontario. That weekend we traveled to 
the Collingwood Arts, Jazz and Blues Festival. The month ended with my daughter, 
Ainsley and myself visiting Niagara Passion in Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
September saw us slowing down a little more. Our first event was the Cabbagetown 
Festival (Toronto). The next day, Kevin Stuart and his family visited the Orono Fair 
and the weekend after that, the Port Hope Fair. During the month Festival Nomad 
Correspondent, Carol Law traveled to Niagara-on-the-Lake and Fort George for the 
200 Years of Peace Scouts Canada Re-enactment. The last monthly event visited was 
the Lindsay Ex. Judi and I had a great time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grail Lady Faire  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Beaverton Fall Fair 
 

 

 Please see Festival Nomad Report... on page 5
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kingsville Migration Festival 
Jazz & Blues in the Village 

International Plowing Match 
2011 

http://www.grailladyfaire.com/�
http://www.beavertonfallfair.ca/�
http://www.ipm2011.net/�
http://www.jazzinthevillage.com/�
http://www.migrationfestival.ca/�
http://warof1812celebrationnotes.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2011-11-08T07:31:00-08:00&max-results=7


 

THE INSIDER Page 5
Festival Nomad Report... from page 4

 

 
 

War Of 1812 Bicentennial... 

At the beginning of October, Kevin's wife, Joanne, visited the Roseneath Fair with 
there son. That same weekend, Judi worked at Lang Pioneer Village’s Applefest. 
The same day Festival Nomad Correspondent Carol Law visited Blessfest in 
Newmarket. That week Judi and I drove to Simcoe to attend the Norfolk County 
Fair and Horse Show. Here we were able to enjoy county singer Terry Clark’s 
performance in the Fair's grandstand. On the following weekend Kevin and his 
family enjoyed visiting the Norwood Fair. In the middle of the month, I attended a 
book reading by award winning Canadian author Shane Peacock. Shane was 
introducing the 5th book in his The Boy Sherlock Holmes series. The month ended 
with a “scare” at Lang Pioneer Village’s “Spooky Halloween”.  
In November we really slowed down, only two events visited, the Cobourg Santa 
Claus Parade and the Harvest of Christmas Delights in the Hamlet of Welcome 
(Port Hope).  
In December, the final month of the year, we only visited one event, Christmas By 
Candlelight held at Lang Pioneer Village. The event capped off a wonderful, 
exciting year! 
As I reported at the beginning of this article, 2011 “proved to be a very busy 
year”! Judi and I wish to thank all our Festival Nomad Correspondents, especially 
Kevin Stuart and his family, who attended 14 events. In total for this year, all of us 
visited over 65 festivals and events and communities! 
January 2012 looks like it will start off very slowly. Here are some of the events 
we are considering…. 
January 14th - Niagara-on-the-Lake Icewine Festival 2012 
January 21st - Toronto International Boat Show 
January 28th - Polar Bear Festival (Campbellford) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kempenfest - Barrie  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 "The Importance of Living History..." 

by Judi McWilliams 
During 2012, our War of 1812 Celebrations Website will be focusing on the 
promotion of the War of 1812; the War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebrations, its 
participants, its history and the people who organize and manage War of 1812 
Bicentennial events. We will also focus on showcasing and promoting War of 1812 
re-enactments and activities during the Bicentennial and beyond. 
I have been on a quest to understand why History, the War of 1812 and “living 
history” is so important. Over the course of last year, I asked several leaders, 
experts, re-enactors why they felt “living history” was important. Some of the 
responses have enlightened me and may be interesting to you too. 
 Please see War of 1812 Bicentennial... on page 6
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Mariposa Folk Festival  
Kick It Up in the Kawarthas Lang Pioneer Village Museum

http://www.migrationfestival.ca/�
http://www.lindsayex.com/�
http://www.mariposafolk.com/�
http://kickitupinthekawarthas.com/�
http://www.langpioneervillage.ca/�
http://wineriesofniagaraonthelake.com/icewine-festival
http://www.torontoboatshow.com/
http://www.campbellfordbia.ca/events/annualevents/
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 Mr. Chris Robins, High School History teacher - Cobourg … “I can see the students 

enjoy the history, that sometimes, until you get involved with re-enacting, you 
underestimate just how important history is. what I am very excited about is 
understanding why the men/women of the War of 1812 period of time fought the 
way they did.” 

Anne Brooks, Former Marketing and Communications Coordinator at Fanshawe 
Pioneer Village, London …“I think it is important for people to learn about their 
history.  The war of 1812 was a very large part of Canadian history and I really feel 
like people do not know a great deal about what happened.  It is important to 
celebrate the heroic actions of the soldiers who lived and died in the War of 1812.  
You can’t move on to the future until you learn from the past.” 

Ms. Sandra Shaul, City of Toronto, Museum Administrator, Special Projects, 
Bicentennial War of 1812 Museums - Heritage Services for the City of Toronto 
Cultural Services – Toronto …“the demographics of the Toronto area and region are 
not rural and have a very distinct audience from other areas”. “The region is 
composed of about 2.6 million people, 50% born outside Canada, thus creating a 
vast diversity of multi-cultural and diverse ethnic backgrounds; “if you understand 
the context of the War of 1812, you will see how it has led to who we are today”. 

Zackery Caron, High School Student, Cobourg …“I don’t really try to be “in 
character”, it just kind of happens. When you dress up and stand and walk as a unit, 
it just kind of happens!  And yes I did notice the crowds and at the beach re-
enactment, (myself and another who were injured) were encouraged to interact 
with the crowd.”  Zack is an indication of the interaction of today’s “youth” with 
these important roles to keep “living history” alive and well in our communities! 

Laurie Siblock, Assistant Manager/Special Event & Community Liaison Lang Pioneer 
Village Museum … “Living history helps preserve both tangible and intangible 
heritage for future generations” “part of understanding history is to help us not 
repeat the mistakes of the past. It helps us gain appreciation for what we have 
today”… “It is important to get into the mindset and understand the personalities 
of the people before us”.  “Our ancestors paved the way for us; the richness in the 
past can inform you and help you understand the present”. 

These few excerpts from my interviews over the past year have helped create an 
awareness how important “living history” is. Through our War of 1812 Celebrations 
Website we will continue to promote, educate, and inform our website visitors about 
the War of 1812 and its impact on our society today. We will be increasing our 
ongoing pursuit to enhance the knowledge of this important part of Canadian 
History. Our plan is to reach as many War of 1812 enthusiasts and would-be 
enthusiasts, new “Canadians”, and particularly the youth in Ontario as possible. 
Hope to see you “in-the-fields” during 2012. 
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Norwood Fall Fair Norfolk County Fair - Simcoe 
McLean Berry Farm - Buckhorn

http://www.newliskeardfallfair.ca/�
http://www.niagarapassion.com/�
http://www.norwoodfair.com/�
http://www.norfolkcountyfair.com/�
http://www.mcleanberryfarm.com/�
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The Nomad's Top Ten (10) Picks for 2011... 
At the end of each year, Judi and I review the festivals and events we have visited 
during the year. Last year we decided to make our 10 Most Memorable Ontario 
Event List. Here are the first 5 in our list for 2011, with a brief description of each. 
The events are listed in no particular order. They were all great! 

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival - Besides “maple syrup” being one of my favorite 
“sweet treats”, the festival itself offered a great amount of fun activities, including 
great music, unique street vendors, great food selections. The ambience was great 
with sweet smells, fresh air and lots to see and do. The pancake area was extremely 
well organized offering six lines to join in to order your pancake breakfast. There was 
a sign on one of the tents that said,   "that the festival had raised a million dollars 
plus for local charity". An amazing accomplishment! 
Cabbagetown Festival - In the heart of Toronto lies the beautiful and unique inner-
city community of Cabbagetown. Judi and I enjoyed walking the main downtown 
streets while we listened to great live musical performances on many street corners. 
We also tasted some of the diverse foods and cuisine being offered. Street vendors 
sold their wares with store merchants joining in the fun and excitement of the 
festival. The warm summer day offered many aromas and bright colourful sights. The 
artists/artisans displaying their high quality works in Riverdale Park were “elite” 
professionals. We were also able to enjoy the Riverdale Farm Zoo during our visit, a 
unique experience for city dwellers. The homeowners took to the streets as a 
community and sold a variety of antiques and treasures. Young children and 
adventurous teenagers sold lemonade.  It was a festival that certainly involved the 
entire community, showcasing spirit and pride! 
Canada Blooms -  This breathtaking event featured the eye catching colours and 
sweet fresh scents of flowers and blossoms, amazing intricate landscape, waterfalls, 
vendors selling millions of blossoms, music, landscaping demonstrations, and so much 
more. We literally wandered for many hours with our friends Barbara and Laurence 
Stevenson in awe of the spectacular sites. It rejuvenated our hearts and souls! Luckily 
we took plenty of photos to remind us of our adventure! 
Dominion Day at Lang Pioneer Village & Museum - One of our favorite places to visit 
is the Lang Pioneer Village in Keene Ontario.  Although the village, itself, is one of the 
best "Living History" museums in Ontario and is a full day of enjoyment to visit on any 
given day, the village has many unique special events throughout the year. The  
 Please see Inside Review... on page 8
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Collingwood Arts Jazz & Blues 
Festival

Rockton World's Fair  
 

Peterborough Concert Band 
 

http://okw-arts.ca/festival/�
http://okw-arts.ca/festival/�
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 one most memorable event this year, was their celebration of Dominion Day. It was 

a day that we were privileged to meet and listen to Sir John A. Macdonald (aka Joe 
Corrigan, Manger of Lang), Canada's first Prime Minister and to witness a skirmish 
between the Fenians (IRA - Irish Republican Army) and the British Red Coats. All-in-
all, a great way to spend Canada Day! 
All About Horses - At the Lindsay Agricultural Society Exhibition grounds we were 
treated to a new adventure for us. All About Horses was a chance for us to walk 
among the “giants”! We really enjoyed the entire event. The facilities are 
impeccable! All the proceeds from this show help support the non for profit Lindsay 
Agricultural Society whose organization is committed to encouraging an awareness 
of agriculture and promoting improvements in the quality of life of persons living in 
the agricultural community and beyond. One of the festival organizers, Bev Roy is 
also a “top notch class act”! She welcomed us to the show with open arms and made 
sure all our needs were tended to all day long. She even arranged for us to meet and 
interview Terry Grant or better known as THE MANTRACKER. Terry was one of the 
main attraction of this year's show. The show also featured a demonstration by 
Canada's own "Horse Whisperer", Randy Bird. It was a day to remember for a long 
time to come! 

The final Five (5) Top Picks will be featured in our February issue... stay tuned!!! 

Picton Fair 
 

 

   

Stellar Literary Festival 
Oshawa

 

Quinte Exhibition 
Belleville 

Trenton Scottish Irish 
Festival

Uxbridge Fall Fair 
 

  

St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival 
Prescott 

Sunset Cruises 
Bracebridge ~ Muskoka Port Hope Fair 

 

http://prince-edward-county.com/?p=3239�
http://www.stellarliteraryfestival.com/�
http://www.porthopefair.com/�
http://www.qer.ca/�
http://trentonscottishirish.com/v2/�
http://uxbridgefair.ca/�
http://www.stlawrenceshakespeare.ca/home.aspx�
http://www.sunsetcruises.ca/pages/about.html�

