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We first discovered Lang Pioneer Village on a dark cold December 
evening. The year was 2007. My grandson and I had traveled the 
distance to Keene to visit Lang’s “Christmas by Candlelight”. From 
that first time we were hooked! We have been frequent visitors to 
this wonderful place, “Where history comes alive”! 

As a celebration of our 3 years of visiting the Village, we have 
produced and published this "SPECIAL EDITION” of Festival Notes. 
The articles and photos in this newsletter are re-prints of the 
articles and photos that appear on the Ontario Festivals Visited 
website. They are re-published as they were written, right after 
each visit. We hope you enjoy this special tribute to Lang Pioneer 
Village and its dedicated staff and volunteers! 

Please see Christmas By Candlelight... on page 2

 

"A Friendly Place - Where History Comes Alive!" 
Welcome to Lang Pioneer Village (2007) 

 

Lang at Night… 
As the “Crow Flies”, Lang Pioneer Village is located about 30 km 
north of Cobourg! However, I am not a crow so I had to drive, by 
land, around Rice Lake. By doing this, the distance doubles to 60 km 
and takes about an hour. My Grandson and I (Judi was off visiting her 
sister and niece in Newmarket) were traveling north to visit the 
Christmas by Candlelight celebrations being held at the Village. 
The Village, situated between Peterborough and Keene, is a 
wonderful representation of rural Ontario in the 1800’s. Tonight 
they were opening most of their buildings and flooding them with 
candlelight and joy! They had asked their knowledgeable 
interpretive staff to be on hand to join in on the celebrations and to 
give celebration visitors a taste of what Village life was like at 
Christmas time. This was the first night of a two night celebration. It 
was also the last event of the season. The Village was closed to the 
public until the spring. We arrived while there was still light left 
(dust light away). I wanted to take some photographs in the 
daylight. After taking a few pictures of the road and grounds leading 
to the Village, we drove into the parking lot. Village staff was still 
rushing around making sure everything was ready for the night’s 
event...  
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Walking About… 
I had asked Barb Van Vierzen, one of the organizers of the 
event, if we could come a little early to take some daylight 
pictures. She said “great”. The staff was aware that we 
were coming and pointed us in the right direction. There 
was still sufficient light to recognize the buildings and take 
some photos. The Village roads are set up in a rectangular 
shape with buildings on either side of the road. As you 
come out of the Visitor Centre, the first building you see to 
the west is the Milburn House. This is a log home restored 
to the 1870’s period. Traveling north, the next building is 
the Hastie Carpenter Shop followed by the Tinsmith Shop. 
These two shops house the tools and products of the 
respective trades. These 3 buildings are all on the west 
side of the street. The first building on the east side is the 
Fitzpatrick House. Across from it is the Fife Cabin. Here 
the road splits into a “Y” that forms the Village Green in 
the middle. On the western road are 3 buildings, the Douro 
Township Hall, the Glen Alda Methodist Church and the 
Church Drive shed. On the eastern part of the “Y”, there 
are 3 more buildings, the Register Print Shop, the Keene 
Hotel and the Menie General Store. Here the road 
intersects with another road. On the northwest corner of 
the intersection is the Blacksmith Shop. The road runs east 
for a short period and then turns south. The first building 
we come to is on the west side of the road. It is the South 
Lake School. Just south of it on the same side of the road is 
the Cheese Factory. On the east side of the road several 
smaller buildings. All of these were closed for the evening 
celebrations. Just past these building the road turns west 
and runs to meet the first road. On the north side of this 
last road is one large building, the Transportation Barn. So, 
here we were back where we started, all ready to join the 
party and have some fun… 

Let the Journey Begin… 
We went back inside the Visitor Centre. It was already 
filling up with people eager to explore the Village by 
candlelight. Our first stop in the centre was the gift shop. 
It was full of enticing village gifts ready to take home as a 
Christmas present to a loved one. From there we passed by 
the reception area to Main Gallery located at the back of 
the building. Here kids could decorate there own 
Gingerbread cookie. My grandson and I entered the Gallery 
to find several tables ready for cookie decorators. The 
cookies were already made, so all the kids had to do was to 
squeeze icing on to the cookie! There were lots volunteers 
in the room ready to help each cookie maker create his/her 
masterpiece. 
 

“The path to The Visitors' Centre" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

 

 “Inviting warmth at the Keene Hotel!" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

 “Cooking outside at the Fife Cabin!" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

Please see Christmas By Candlelight... on page 3

 

Christmas By Candlelight... from page 1 
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“Posing with Father Christmas!" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

 

“Horse drawn wagon rides” 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

Christmas By Candlelight... from page 2 

 

“Caroling!" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

Oh to be a kid again. From the Main Gallery we went to the 
MacKenzie Room where Father Christmas was greeting 
visitors. Also in the room were two village artisans who 
were demonstrating their crafts, rug hooking and garland 
making. After my grandson had made his wishes know to 
Father Christmas and I had watched the artisans at work, 
we left the building. Just outside the building Carolers in 
period costumes were gathered in a circle singing songs of 
the season. Just beyond them a horse drawn hay wagon 
was coming to a stop ready for a night of adventure... 

Christmas By Candlelight (Part 1) 
The horse drawn hay wagon ride was our first stop. That is, 
it was my grandson’s first stop. He climbed onto the wagon 
with the rest of the adventurers for a wagon tour around 
the village’s roads. While the wagon tour was in progress, I 
decided to start my exploration of the candlelit buildings. 
The first one I entered was the Hastie Carpenter Shop. 
Here tradesmen showed us how the tools of the day were 
used. From the carpenter shop, I walk next door to the 
Tinsmith Shop. The shop contained a “wonderful array of 
handcrafted tin ware”. It was amazing to see the variety 
and quality of the pieces being offered. With the wagon 
ride over, my grandson rejoined me for our walk through 
the village. He told me that the ride was a lot of fun and 
that everyone on the ride seemed to enjoy themselves. Our 
next stop was across the road to the Fitzpatrick House. This 
building was very crowded. The lady of the house was 
making old-fashioned rag dolls for Christmas and had the 
attention of everyone there. From the Fitzpatrick House we 
crossed back to the over side of the road, this time to the 
Fife Cabin. As we walked up the snowy path, I almost 
missed “Mr. Fife” sitting by an open fire that had been set 
up in front of the cabin. Inside the cabin “Mrs. Fife” was 
huddle in a corner of the cabin trying to stay warm! A book 
lay on the table in front of her as see tried to read by 
candlelight. This was a portrayal of how the pioneers spent 
their first Christmas. Again we crossed the road, this time 
to the Register Print Shop. The building was crowded with 
old printing presses and type. The print shop clerk told us 
about the prints that decorated the inside of the building 
and how they were produced. It seemed so far from how 
printing is produced today! Progress is a wonderful thing, 
but it does take away some of the amazing skills 
demonstrated by these pioneers of printing. It was quite 
cold outside, so we were glad that the Keene Hotel was our 
next stop! In side the smells of home cooking floated 
through the air. On our way to the dining area and kitchen, 
we passed by a sitting room and a barroom. A Bagatelle 
table (a game related to billiards) was set up. My grandson 
went back to the room to try his luck. 
 
Please see Christmas By Candlelight... on page 4
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Christmas By Candlelight... from page 3 
From there we moved to the crowded dining area. It was full 
of cold hungry visitors eager to place their order to the 
kitchen staff. We finally squeezed our way in and ordered 
cookies and hot chocolate. While we were waiting for our 
order, I introduced ourselves to Barbara van Vierzen. Barb, 
who was one of the three Hotel cooks, was the one who 
invited us to the Village to enjoy the celebrations. After 
saying our goodbyes, we joined the other hungry guests at 
the dining room table. All too soon, it was time to leave the 
warmth of the Keene Hotel and continue our journey outside. 

Christmas By Candlelight (Part 2) 
Fortunately the Menie General Store was a little down the 
road. We went in and were greeted with the warmth of a pot 
belly stove in the back of the store. I am not sure if it was 
actually light, but the store was definitely warmer inside. 
The store was covered with general goods for sales from floor 
to ceiling. Two shop keepers were on hand to help customers 
with their purchases. While we were there, Laurie Siblock, 
the main event organizer, came in from the cold to check to 
see how the store keepers were doing. From the general 
store we headed to Glen Alda Methodist Church. We entered 
the empty building to take a look at the Christmas altar. 
Everything was ready for an old tyme Christmas service. The 
Douro Township Hall was just down the street from the 
church. The sign outside told us that the “Muscoy Ducks” 
were performing inside. As we entered the crowded Hall, the 
sound of people singing filled the air. The Muscoy Ducks were 
on stage leading the Village Carolers and celebration visitors 
in a sing-a-long of Christmas Carols. With voice hoarse from 
singing, we left to continue our walk. On the other side of 
the village square was the South Lake School House. We 
walked the along the narrow snow covered path to the school 
entrance. Inside the one room school house the desks were 
set up in neat rows. Blackboards were covered with writing 
telling us all the schools rules. Boy am I glad I am NOT a kid! 
Teacher were at the front of the classroom showing kids how 
to make Christmas Crackers. My grandson made his way up to 
the front of the room so that he could participate. I wonder 
it he is that quick to walk up to the front of the class at his 
real school? After a little instruction he had made his 
cracker. It’s amazing what a toilet roll, Christmas paper and 
ribbons can make! With the cracker project completed, we 
moved on to the final leg of our journey. It was back down 
towards the visitor centre. The transportation barn was 
located at the bottom of the village square. Inside the barn 
was an assortment of antique sleighs, wagons and carriages. 
It reminded me that my father’s family had been carriage 
makers in Lakefield during the mid 1800’s. This was the last 
building to be seen. We had a great time seeing how the 
pioneers celebrated Christmas by Candlelight at Lang 
Pioneer Village! 

 

“Inside the Register Print Shop" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

 

“Working in the Keene Hotel kitchen" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 

 

 

“Learning in the South Lake School!" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007) 
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Fur Trade Re-enactment 
August 2nd, 2008 and August 14, 2010 

Back At Lang… 
Laurie Siblock, Special Event Co-ordinator for Lang 
Pioneer Village, called me to ask if Judi and I were 
interested in visiting the Fur Trade Re-enactment at 
the Village. I told her that we were booked for 
another event and that we wouldn’t be able to make 
hers. That was Saturday. So why, on Sunday are we 
heading north to Keene and the Village? First of all, 
we really like visiting the Village, it’s very interesting. 
Secondly, the thought of finding out more about 
Canada’s fur trade intrigued me. Fortunately it was a 
beautiful day and the trip to Keene wasn’t too far. 
This, after our marathon trip to Muskoka and the 
Rosseau Classic Cruise the day before, was very 
appealing! Don’t get me wrong, I love driving, but 
sometimes it can become just too much. Today was 
that day! Before we left I called a surprised Laurie to 
let her know we were coming! After about an hours 
drive we reached the front entrance of Lang and were 
greeted by the Villages friendly volunteer staff. They 
were expecting us. Across from where we parked I 
noticed that a row of white tents had been erected 
for the re-enactors. We heard the beat of a drum off 
in the distance. We walked towards it and the large 
group of people that had gathered by rivers edge. 
History was just across the field!  

Fur Trade in Canada 
The re-enactors were getting their gear and canoes 
organized for the re-enactment show. The canoes, 
which were brought to the Pioneer Village by the 
Canadian Canoe Museum, were replicas of the 36ft 
Montreal Birch Bark canoes used in Canada’s fur 
trade. When all the gear was stored, each participant 
carefully climbed into his/her canoe. Once everyone 
was settled, the helmsman pushed off from the shore 
and then paddled out into the middle of the river. As 
the 2 canoes disappeared around the bend in the 
river, Judi and I decided to take a look at the 
encampment that had been set up nearby. The 
encampment consisted of a tent and an open pit fire. 
Trunks and other paraphernalia had been left openly 
at the side of the tent. Two Hudson’s Bay coats were 
hanging in the fresh air while a pot boiled over on the 
fire. Close to the encampment a tipi had been 
constructed. Beside the tipi a fire pit had been dug 
and a goose was now being “smoked” by the fire.  

 

“Voyageur Canoe" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

 

“Welcoming the Voyageurs" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

Please see Fur Trade Re-enactment... on page 6

 

“Pioneer Interpreter!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 
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Fur Trade Re-enactment... from page 5

Then on the path from the Village we noticed that a 
group of Villagers and guests had gathered to form a 
parade! It was time for the voyageurs to land at the 
Village! The parade made its way to the spot where 
the voyageurs would land. They were led by the 
bagpiper and a group of Villagers carrying flags. The 
flag carriers lined up at river’s edge ready to greet 
the weary voyageurs. Off in the distance the rhythm 
of paddles and song could be heard. Slowly the canoes 
appeared and the crowd let out a cheer of welcome! 
The canoe came parallel to the dock and then turned 
towards shore. Near the shore paddlers jumped out to 
help guide each canoe to its resting place. The flag 
carrying Villagers stood silently as the piper 
welcomed the travelers with winsome tune. When the 
canoes were secure the voyageurs started unloading 
their cargo and carrying it to the shore. Bundles of 
goods were stacked neatly on the bank near the 
encampment. Once this task was completed, one of 
the great canoes was hauled gently onto the shore out 
of harms way! The voyageur leader acknowledged the 
crowd that had gathered and thanked them for their 
participation in the Fur Trade Re-enactment. He 
then invited anyone interested in taking a 
demonstration ride in the canoe that had been left in 
the water. With that the crowd broke up and went 
their separate ways. Judi and I decided to take a look 
at the row of merchant tents that had been set up on 
the other side of the road way. 

Meet the Re-enactors 
We left the voyageurs and made our way to the re-
enactment tents. Along the way we passed the Cree 
encampment and their tipi. The family was singing 
and dancing and the goose was smoking. The re-
enactment tents displayed a wide variety of pioneer 
pursuits. In the first tent we visited a lady was making 
silver jewellery. She showed us how she fashioned the 
metal into the shapes she wanted. In the next tent 
the re-enactor was showing a small crowd his rifles 
and explaining how they worked. Beside him a woman 
was creating necklaces and bracelets from colourful 
shinny gems. A prospector was in the next tent. He 
had a heap of raw gems lying on an old wooden chest 
in front of him. He took each gem from its place on 
the chest and told us the story behind it! His stories 
were fascinating and his knowledge about each 
extraordinary! We moved to the next tent. A woman 
was sitting at a table knitting. Several of her 
creations were on the table. 
 Please see Fur Trade Re-enactment... on page 7

 

 

 

“Goats in the pen!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“The steam engine rolls on!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Cooking in the Milburn House!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 
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Fur Trade Re-enactment... from page 6 

Beyond her was the blacksmith’s tent. His works were 
on display and he proudly explained, to the audience 
around him, his craft. Across from the re-enactors’ 
tents was a First Nations Crafts and Games table. Paul 
Whittan, an Ojibway Storyteller, was enthralling a 
group of children with his exciting tails. Back at the 
tents we passed one that was filled with wooded 
storage cabinets and boxes. People were milling in the 
tent investigating each piece. The final group of tents 
was for the re-enactors. The musicians from “Hardtack 
and Harmony" were lounging around one of the tents, 
relaxing before their next performance! After 
completing out tour of the tents, we started back 
towards Lang Pioneer Village Visitors' Centre. It was 
time to explore the Village in daylight! The last time I 
had been in the Village was at night during Christmas 
by Candlelight. 

Into the Village… 
The first Village building is located just west of the 
Visitor’s Centre. We started our tour there. As we 
walked into the Milburn House, the smell of baking 
immediately caught our attention! We looked to our 
right into the kitchen and sure enough the lady of the 
house was hard at work baking bread! She offered me a 
piece which I quickly accepted. It was very good! We 
explored the remainder of the house and then went 
back outside. The Milburn House is located at the south 
end of the Village and is separate from the other Village 
buildings. As we neared the other buildings, we came to 
an intersection of roads. The Village’s horse drawn 
wagon ride was at the side of the road waiting to take 
on passengers. Judi and I decided to join the other 
passengers and take the journey around the Village 
square. While the wagon rolled forward, we talked to 
owner/driver Earl Cochrane. Earl and his family own 
High View Farm and are at most Village events. We had 
a great trip! Along the way we passed a huge “Steam” 
powered tractor that was chugging along the other way. 
As it turned the corner, the driver sounded the tractors 
steam whistle. After the ride we restarted our tour of 
the Village. The Hastie Carpenter Shop was our first 
stop. A Village interpreter was bust working on a 
project. While he worked, he explained each of his 
action to the shop visitors. North of the carpenter’s 
shop in the Tinsmith’s Shop. Inside the lady showed us 
samples of the Tinsmith’s work. Across from this shop 
was the Fitzpatrick House. The interior was warm and 
inviting. A gentleman interpreter was telling visitors 
about the furniture that graced the house. 
 
Please see Fur Trade Re-enactment... on page 8

 

 

 

“Working in the Hastie Carpenter Shop!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Fun in the Tinsmith's Shop!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Spinning wool in the Village Green!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 
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Fur Trade Re-enactment... from page 7 

 
He went on to tell us how much of the furniture had been 
stolen a few years ago and how, at a later date they were 
recovered. Fortunately modern technology, the Internet, 
played an important part in the furniture’s recovery! 
Outside the Fitzpatrick House, 2 ladies sat working on a 
giant quilt! We stopped to talk with them for a few 
moments, marveling at their workmanship. Across the 
road smoke billowed up from an open pit fire. A young 
woman sat by the fire stoking it to keep it going. The fire 
was just outside the Fife Cabin. Inside the cabin another 
woman was explaining the history of the one roomed log 
cabin. On the other side of the road there was a large 
open field. Several sheep were quietly grazing. We 
walked across to get a better look. The sheep curiously 
walked over to the fence to see if we had anything to 
offer. When they found out that we were there empty 
handed, they quickly turned away looking for “Greener 
Pastures”. North of the field was the Register Print Shop. 
Inside the printer was explaining to a family how 
everything worked. She stopped long enough to allow me 
to take her picture! As we exited the print shop, we 
noticed that there was music in the air! Lang Pioneer 
Village Green was alive with music! A stage had been set 
up in the middle of the green and on the stage “Hardtack 
and Harmony” were performing before an enthusiastic 
crowd. We crossed the road and joined them! 

More Village… 
“Hardtack and Harmony” were well into their 
performance when Judi and I joined the crowd listening 
to them. We went to the front of the stage and found 
seats. The audience were tapping their feet and moving 
their heads and bodies in time to the music! When the 
group finished their song, the crowd enthusiastically 
applauded their efforts! To reward those gathered, the 
band started off with another lively tune! Once again 
bodies, feet and heads started moving to the rhythm of 
the instruments! Hardtack and Harmony had captured the 
essence of the Re-enactment! Across from where 
Hardtack and Harmony were playing was the Douro Town 
Hall building. The building was occupied by the Lindsay 
Fur Harvesters’ display. North of the Town Hall was the 
Glen Alda Methodist Church. We peeked inside, but there 
were no activities in the church today. To the east of the 
church a foundation for a new building had been started. 
The sign in front told us that this was the “Future Site of 
the Lowrey Weaving Shop”. From the site we wandered 
back towards the Keene Hotel. To get to it we needed to 
pass by the Village Green. Under one of the trees, just 
south of the music stage two Village crafters had set up 
their displays! 
 
Please see Fur Trade Re-enactment... on page 9

 

 
 

 

“Working at the Menie General Store!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Inside the Blacksmith's Shop!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Lumbering display at the Ayotte Cabin!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 
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Fur Trade Re-enactment... from page 8 
A crowd had gathered around the two ladies as they worked 
on their separate pioneer projects needlepoint and spinning. 
Each lady worked diligently on their project as they 
answered questions from the audience. From the Village 
Green we crossed the road to the Keene Hotel. Inside the 
smell of freshly baked goodies filled the air! To the north of 
the Hotel was the Menie General Store. The shopkeeper was 
in the process of selling some sweets to visiting children and 
their family. Back outside we hear the ringing of metal 
against metal. We turned and followed the noise. 

Working and Learning… 
The banging noise was, of course, coming from the 
Blacksmith’s Shop. The heat from the forge and the sound of 
the clashing metal carried our thoughts back to days gone by 
of Villagers hurrying from shop to shop, of children playing 
games on the road and the Blacksmith replacing a worn 
horseshoe! A little used pathway led north from the 
Blacksmith’s Shop. We followed it to the Ayotte Cabin. Inside 
the Cabin a “Lumbering Display” had been set up. We looked 
around the two room Cabin at the displays and then walked 
back towards the Blacksmith’s Shop and the Village road. We 
turned east and followed the road the short distance to the 
next bend. The South Lake School house is located on the 
south west corner of the bend. At the side of the building 
Judi spotted a set of swings. The child within “forced” her to 
have a closer look! Before I knew it she was “trying them 
out”! I managed to take a photo before she jumped off! 
Inside the school a teacher was demonstrating “pioneer 
teaching methods” to a group of parents and their children. 
Back outside the school we traveled southward on the Village 
road. At the south side of the school was another play area 
with a unique log covered slide. South of the playground and 
school was the Cheese House. The sign out front told us that 
there was fresh Empire Cheese curds for sale inside. On the 
opposite side of the road a new building had been built, but 
not opened for viewing. It was the new Apple Cider Mill 
building. I believe it was due to open during the Village’s 
Applefest. Next to the Cider Mill was the Smoke House. 
Continuing south to the final bend in the road, we came to a 
large barn on the south side of the road. The sign outside the 
barn said that “Mr. Michael Gillespie” was inside 
demonstrating the art of “Broom Making”! We decided to 
take a look and there he was working with a young boy 
making his own new broom! The process was quite 
complicated, but the boy took it all in stride! We watched in 
fascination while the broom was being made. In no time the 
broom was completed and the boy and his father “swept” 
passed us. This was our last building to visit, but there was 
one more adventure waiting! In the field just south of Lang 
Pioneer Village Visitors’ Center an area had been cordoned 
off for the “Tomahawk Throwing Competition". 
Please see Fur Trade Re-enactment... on page 10

 

 

 

“Swinging at the South Lake School!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Selling cheese at the Cheese Factory!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 

 

“Broom making at the Trade Barns!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008) 
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Fur Trade Re-enactment... from page 9 

The competition was open to anyone “brave” or 
“foolish” enough to sign up! Fortunately competitors 
were required to receive training BEFORE competing! 
I was able to video one would be “Tomahawk 
Thrower” while he was being trained! It wasn’t a 
pretty sight, although he did finally learn how to 
throw without hurting himself or anyone else! 

Fur Trade Re-enactment Re-visited 
by Festival Nomad "Sidekick" and Partner, Judi McWilliams 
Another special event, held at Lang Pioneer Village 
this past August weekend, was the Heritage 
Celebration Weekend Fur Trade Re-Enactment. This 
year was especially exciting for me, as I was about to 
embark on a new adventure by volunteering. It takes 
many volunteers to help create an amazing weekend 
full of fun and activities for the visitors to Lang 
Pioneer Village and its special events. I have 
“helped” out in the past, but when Laurie Siblock, 
(Lang Pioneer Village Special Event and Community 
Liaison) contacted me and ask if I would be 
interested in volunteering at their new station 
(Volunteer Appreciation Centre), I couldn’t say "no".  
It makes me feel good to be able to welcome the 
volunteers to Lang Pioneer Village for the day, to 
prepare a barbeque lunch for them, and to assist 
wherever possible.  When I arrived at the Fur Trade 
Re-Enactment area on the Saturday morning, I was 
delighted to see all the re-enactment tents and camp 
areas. The field was buzzing with excitement. The 
colourful displays and flags flying, added to the 
ambience. Although I did not assist, it was great to 
hear that these re-enactors were treated on both 
Saturday and Sunday, to a wonderful cooked 
breakfast. This would help them keep hardy for the 
long day's activities. I did enjoy making the BBQ lunch 
for the volunteers on both days of the weekend. It 
was especially interesting to here how the “sleep 
over’s” went for the re-enactors. The weather 
couldn’t have been more perfect! One young lad was 
asked how he had slept, to which he replied “great! I 
slept in the van, nice and comfortable”. Some had 
little sleep, as they tossed and turned, while others 
had a wonderful, sound, sleep. I guess that the fresh 
air and the comfort of familiar surroundings in the 
great outdoors, made for their good nights sleep! I 
finished my duties early on the Sunday. Everything 
went so smoothly, so I had about an hour to spare 
while I waited for my ride home. 

Please see Fur Trade Re-enactment... on page 11

 

“Re-enactors discussing event!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2010) 

 

“Interpreter's booth!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2010) 

 

“Two of the musician from Hardtack & Harmony!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2010) 
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Dine 'n Shine... 
September 14th, 2008 and September 20th, 2009 

Fur Trade Re-enactment... from page 10 

I was very fortunate to be able to take the time to 
wander through the Fur Trade Re-Enactment camp, 
watch the Canoe rides, take a stroll through the Village, 
listen to Hardtack and Harmony perform their great 
music and take a ride in the horse drawn wagon.  I even 
had time to create a “Fur-Trade critter” in the craft area 
(with much assistance from the helpful youthful 
volunteers who where so patient and skillful, while 
helping the children, and me, visiting the Heritage 
Celebration Weekend.) All-in-all, I was glad to have the 
opportunity to enjoy this special weekend and look 
forward to my next volunteer efforts on Sunday 
September 5th at Lang Pioneer Village’s Corn Roast 
Celebration.  

NOTE: The Dine and Shine event (or as it is officially known 
- Dine & Shine: The Great Kawarthafest Steak Cook-Off 
and Village by Lantern Light) was a collaborative effort 
between Lang Pioneer Village and Kawarthafest. 
Kawarthafest is a not-for-profit committee committed to 
creating and supporting the highest calibre of Festivals, 
Events, Conferences and Tourism Activities in the Kawartha 
region through Ambassadors and event creation. 

Dining and Shining at the Lang 
It was mid-afternoon when we left Cobourg for Keene and 
Lang Pioneer Village. Gourmet steaks with all the “fixin’s” 
were waiting for us! It was time for the annual Dine and 
Shine at the Village! This was where the Lang Pioneer Village 
hosts some of Kawarthas best and brightest Chefs for a Steak 
Cook-off. The Cook-off was starting at 5:00 PM and we had 
an hours drive. Even though we knew that there would be 
plenty of food to go around, we wanted to get there in time 
to enjoy the full evening. We arrived just in time to join the 
long “Dine” line up. There were eight barbeques flaming and 
sizzling away and I knew one of them had a steak with my 
name on it! The idea behind the dinner portion of the event 
was to allow the visitor to circulate to each barbeque and 
taste a sample of the steaks being prepared. At each cooking 
station the Chefs and their staff told us why their steaks 
were the best! Of course, one would expect them to say and 
believe! After all, at the end of the “Dine” one of the Chefs 
was going to become the “People’s Choice” award winner! 
The Chef who served the most steaks was the winner! So, 
with this electric or, should I say “propane” atmosphere, 
Judi and I started our journey around the “Congo Line” of 
Chefs, barbeques and tall tales! 
 Please see Dine 'n Shine... on page 12 

 

 

 

“New weaver's shop under construction 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2010) 

 

“Sheesham and Lotus play!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008) 

 

“Booking at the Barbeque!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008) 
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Dine 'n Shine... from page 11 
The Dine… 
As we waited our turn to taste the Chefs’ creations, we 
were entertained by the period musician, Sheesham and 
Lotus. After a short wait, we finally reached Team #1, 
Burnham Mansion. A tray of finely barbequed pieces of 
steak greeted us! We took our samples and savoured the 
flavour! Sorry about the poetry! Good food does that! 
Then it was along to Team #2, Franz’ Butcher Shop and 
Catering. Again they offered us tasty steak treats! Next 
was Team #3, Holiday Inn. I ate their sample and I think I 
got smarter! It didn’t last! Team #4 was the Kinsmen 
Club. Team #5 was Peppino’s Catering and then Team #6, 
St. Anne’s Spa. There seemed to be a “friendly” rivalry 
between Team #6 and Team #7, Fleming College 
Culinary! Something about who trained who and who was 
the better Chef! I didn’t want to get between them! I was 
sure steaks were going to “fly” (Hard for a cow)! All on 
their own, minding their own business and working away 
was Team #8, The Black Horse Pub! Having finished the 
“tasting round”, it was time to make our choice! Which 
Chef to choose from! It was going to be a difficult choice 
because they were all so good! I’m not telling you who 
we chose. I don’t want to start another argument! 
Needless to say, our meals were excellent! After the 
steak meal, it was off to the dessert station, Apple Brown 
Betty’s for everyone! With the meal over it was time for 
the judging. The “ME” (Master Eater) or “MC” (if you 
prefer) was none other than Paul Laing from 980 
KRUZ/The Wolf. An appropriate choice seeing as Paul 
“WOLFED” down his steak! The judges included Warden 
Ron Gerow, Mayor Paul Ayotte and Chef “Supreme” Brian 
Henry. MC Paul came to the microphone and described 
the rules of the Cook-off. The Chefs waited in 
anticipation as each presented their creations to the 
judges. Finally it was time to announce the winners! 
Everyone held their breath! The tension mounted! First 
up was the award for “Best Presentation”. The winners 
were Team #8, The Black Horse Pub. The next award was 
for the “Best Marinade”. Team #5, Peppino’s Catering 
won this one. Then there was the award for “Best Over-
all Steak”. This was won by Team #7, Fleming College 
Culinary. Somebody better snap up those budding Chefs! 
The final Cook-off award was the “People’s Choice 
Award”. The winner of this award was determined by the 
number of steak served. Team #2, Franz’s Butcher Shop 
and Catering were the People’s winners! All that was left 
was for Village/Museum Manager, Joe Corrigan, to 
welcome and thank everyone for coming. Joe also 
announced the winner of "Bring Your Own Plates and 
Cutlery " draw. With the "Dine" over, it was now time to 
enjoy the "Shine"! 
 Please see Dine 'n Shine... on page 13 

 

 

 
“And the winners are!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008) 

“The judges!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008) 

“Preparation!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008) 
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Dine 'n Shine... from page 12 
The Shine… 
The Shine started off with a “BANG”! Let me explain. Part 
of the evening’s attraction was an appearance be local re-
enactment militia. They had set up their demonstration 
area just outside the Village’s western gates. After dinner 
visitors were invited to see a military demonstration and to 
talk to the re-enactors. Part of the demonstration was the 
firing of rifle and the militia’s cannon! Thus, the “BANG”! 
The participation of the re-enactors set the mood for the 
Shine and the tone for the whole village experience. 
Although the village was now enclosed in darkness, the 
candlelight that shone from each building showed the way. 
Having visited Lang Pioneer Village on a number of 
occasions and I was stuck by the knowledge and 
commitment of its people, especially the village 
interpreters! These wonderful and energetic volunteers are 
dedicated to educating visitors, young and old, to the 
history of the 1800’s. They come to all the major events, 
dress in period costumes and armed with tales of village 
life. 

The Village and Its People… 
If you walk through the Village as we did, you will first 
meet the lady who bakes the bread in the Millburn House. 
The smell of freshly baked bread fills the rooms and 
hallways of the little house. At this event we were also 
welcomed by two young girls. They were having fun 
knitting in the front parlour! Traveling north, up the road, 
you will next meet the carpenter. His love of everything 
wood is obvious as he explains the workings of the Shop! 
Across form the Carpenter Shop the lady in the Fitzpatrick 
House shows us how to make shadow puppets by 
candlelight. On the other side of the road the clerk in the 
Tinsmith Shop showed us the many useful objects made by 
the time maker. North of the shop a large “open pit” fire 
burns brightly by the Fife Cabin. The fire is tended to by 
one of the Cabin’s interpreters. Inside the Cabin a lady is 
giving guests a tutorial about the cabin’s history. The 
Register Print Shop, on the opposite side of the road, has a 
young family in it. The printer is explaining the historical 
printing process and showing them examples of type and 
printed flyers. Next to the Register is the Keene Hotel. We 
walked to the back of the hotel to the kitchen. We 
watched as two of the kitchen staff served thirsty visitors. 
The Hotel is located on the east side of the Village Square. 
Across the Square music and laughter was flowing from the 
Douro Town Hall! Inside the Hall the “Old Time Fiddlers” 
are enthusiastically fiddling while several dancers reel 
around the dance floor! At the north end of the Square 
stands the Glen Alda Methodist Church. Storyteller, Sher 
Letooze, is busy bringing history alive! 
 Please see Dine 'n Shine... on page 14 

 
 

 

 

“Tending the open-pit fire at the Fife Cabin!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008)

“Learning how to make shadow puppets in the Fitzpatrick House!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008)

“Knitting in the Milburn House!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008)
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Dine 'n Shine... from page 13
Meanwhile, inside the Menie General Store (located on the 
east side of the Square), a clerk is telling visitors about the 
various goods being offered. The ringing of metal upon metal 
drew us to the Blacksmith Shop. Two young blacksmiths were 
inside working at their anvils hammering and shaping the 
heated iron. From the Blacksmith Shop we left the Village 
Square and traveled each to the South Lake School House. A 
group of visitors were receiving a history lesson from the 
school’s teacher. The road from the School House was very 
dark. There were very few occupied buildings here. We 
started to walk south on the road. Behind us we could hear 
the “clomping” of the heavy horses as they pulled the hay 
wagon towards us. We couldn’t see the wagon until it was 
almost on top of us! It passed us just as we reached the 
southern most road. The Agriculture Barn is located on the 
south side of the corner. The Buckhorn Observatory was 
presenting its slide show, “A little About Everything 
Astronomical”. Finally, we reached the Traders Barn. The 
lively, foot tapping music of Sheesham and Lotus burst 
through the barn’s open doors. We stole inside to hear more! 
We weren’t disappointed! It was getting late and time to 
leave the Dine and Shine. The memory of the evening’s 
events and all the wonderful Lang Pioneer Village 
participants lingered in my thoughts as we drove home!  

Dine 'n Shine Re-visited 
One of the best events at Lang Pioneer Village, is their Dine 
& Shine cook-off.  This is where a number of well known area 
chefs try to out-do one another.  While they are competing 
for top honours, those of us in attendance are reaping the 
benefits.  This annual event is officially known as "Dine & 
Shine, Kawarthafest Steak Cook-Off and Village by 
Lanternlight". The event combines great BBQ Steak with all 
the “fixings”!, plus everyone is encouraged to enjoy 
activities in the Village by Lanternlight!  This year was 
different for me.  Rather than their usual way of determining 
the “People’s Choice Award”, (by the number of dinners 
each participant served), the Dine & Shine committee 
decided to hold a “ticket draw”.  There were 10 tickets 
drawn and each ticket holder became a “People’s Choice 
Award” judge!  I was one of the lucky chosen ticket holders!  
This meant that I not only got to eat my own steak dinner but 
I also got to sample steaks from 5 of the 10 chef 
participants!  It was like being sent to “Steak Utopia"!  When 
I tell you all these steaks were fabulous, believe me, they 
were.  It was an extremely difficult choice!  All the judges 
thought long and hard before making their selection.  It was 
great fun for all of us and the winning chef’s basked in their 
momentary glory.  The fun and fellowship that Lang Pioneer 
Village and its staff offer, is one of the things we like most 
about visiting the Village! 
 

 

 

 

“Old Time Fiddling at the Douro Town Hall!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2008) 

“Music to munch by!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2009) 

“Great presentations!" 
Dine 'n Shine (2009) 
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Festival of Textiles 
July 11th, 2009 
The Fashion Show 
Yes, we were returning once again to Lang Pioneer 
Village.  This time not so much as observers but as 
“willing” participants.  The occasion was the Festivals 
of Textiles as we were going to get “all dressed up” 
and walk the “fashion show” stage.  Laurie Siblock, the 
event coordinator had contacted up earlier to ask if we 
would be interested in participating.  At first we were 
reluctant, but soon the idea caught hold and we whole 
heartedly agreed!  The great thing about Laurie and 
Lang Pioneer Village is that they are very organized!  
When we arrived at the village we were directed to our 
area where other participants were waiting.  Once we 
had all assembled, Laurie and the costumer explained 
the clothing we would be wearing and displaying and 
how the fashion show would work.  From the meeting 
we all disbursed to the changing rooms to don our 
outfits.  Judi emerged first in a long flowing gown with 
complete bustle and parasol!  She looked great, straight 
from the past!  My outfit was also very interesting!  
Fortunately everything fit except that I had a little 
trouble with the boots!  I needed help to get them on 
and after the show, to get them off.  All that being 
said, I felt pretty comfortable in the clothes! It’s 
amazing how changing into period clothing can bring 
the “ham” out in a person.  Once we were all dressed, 
we re-assembled near the shows stage.  Since the name 
and theme of the fashion show was “The Evolution of 
Fashion”, we all lined up from earliest creations to turn 
of the century.  My costume, and Judi’s, were near the 
beginning of the show.  We each, in turn, walked onto 
the stage (as directed) while the commentator 
described what we were wearing.  As we stood on the 
stage cameras clicked And flashed!  It was interesting 
to say the least to be on “the other side” of the 
cameras. It was a “heady” experience.  After the show 
was over, we all lined up on stage for a group photo!  
We stayed in costume for some time, but it was a very 
hot day and we finally relented and changed into our 
regular clothing.  As with all Lang Pioneer Village 
events, all the buildings were opened and manned so 
there was plenty to see and do! 

Our “hats-off” to Laurie and the whole Village staff for 
their organization and enthusiasm.  If anyone is 
interested in re-enacting and living history, I would 
definitely recommend this experience! The Festival of 
Textiles was another great Lang Pioneer Village 
event! 

 

 

 

“Old fashion wagon ride!" 
Festival of Textiles (2009)

“Taking the goats for a walk!" 
Festival of Textiles (2009)

“Fashion Divas - Judi and Gary!" 
Festival of Textiles (2009)
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Applefest 
October 4th, 2009 

Fall at the Village 
It’s always great when you can combine two of your 
favourite things…a fall event and a visit to the Lang 
Pioneer Village.  That’s what happened when we 
traveled north to Keene and Lang Pioneer Village and 
its annual Applefest!  This was going to be a special 
day because my daughter Ainsley, her husband Eddy 
and our three grandchildren were joining us.  This was 
exciting because the whole family had never been to 
the village. My oldest grandson had accompanied me 
to Christmas by Candlelight a few years before, but 
none of the others had. Judi and I arrived early as 
Judi had agreed to volunteer for the day selling raffle 
tickets to help raise monies for the new Weavers 
Building.  Ainsley, Eddy and the family arrived shortly 
afterwards and I excitedly began to show them around 
the Village. 

The Tour Begins! 
When I visit Lang Pioneer Village, I like to start with 
visiting the Milburn House.  I like it because there is 
usually something cooking in the oven with wonderful 
aromas filling the air. We weren’t disappointed 
today.  From the Milburn House we started to move to 
other buildings throughout the Village.  First the 
Hastie Carpenter Shop, Tinsmith Shop and then into 
the Fitzpatrick House.  What amazed me were the 
great questions that all the kids asked.  It was obvious 
that they were having a lot of fun and were very 
interested in what they were seeing and 
experiencing.  It made me feel very proud!  Watching 
the expression on the grandchildren's faces, as we 
entered each new building, was priceless!  One of the 
funniest moments came at the old school house.  
Apples had been hung on strings and were dangling 
from a tree.  The object was to bit into the apple 
without using your hands.   I can tell you that there 
were a lot of apples swinging by the time one of the 
apples was finally captured! This by the youngest 
grandson! He was very persistent, to say the least! 
Another treat the whole family enjoyed was the horse 
drawn wagon hayride.  We all climbed aboard and 
enjoyed our tour of the Village. The kids also enjoyed 
watching wood turners demonstrating on “old 
fashioned” lathes. They were making wooden spinning 
tops for children (young and old) visiting the event.  
Each of the kids received a freshly made top to play 
with. 
 Please see Applefest... on page 17 

 
 

 

 

“Applefest poster from Register Print Shop!" 
Applefest (2009) 

“Ready for the Apple Press!" 
Applefest (2009) 

“Cleaning out the Apple Press!" 
Applefest (2009) 
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Applefest... from page 16 
One of the final buildings we visited was the "Cider Mill". It 
would be impossible to visit an Applefest without 
experiencing fresh cider pressing demonstrations at the 
Cider Mill.  As the apples were pressed, the apple juice 
flowed.  After we finished the tour around the Village we 
came back to the visitor centre where the “Solina Road 
Bluegrass Band” was playing.  The day was getting cool and 
overcast and we were simply running out of day light.  The 
kids were hesitant and reluctant to leave but were excited 
to hear about the possibilities of returning to Lang Pioneer 
Village to enjoy other wonderful events and the Village 
itself.  All in all, it was a wonderful fun filled day! 

Pioneer Corn Roast 
August 21st, 2010 

Labour Day... 
I always have mixed emotions about Labour Day! As a kid, 
it meant that we would have to leave the  fun of our 
cottage and go home to get ready for school. Now, later in 
life, it means that the hot sunny weather will start to 
transform into cooler weather. I could let it get me down, 
but the cooler weather brings fall and all the fall colours 
and warm autumn smells. So, I guess my thoughts are bitter 
sweet! It was these thoughts in mind, that I traveled to 
Lang Pioneer Village to visit their Pioneer Corn Roast. To 
me, the corn roast signaled the transition of seasons. I had 
never been to the Lang Pioneer Village’s Corn Roast so 
this was going to be a new experience for me. Judi was 
already at the Village. She was volunteering for the day. 
When I left Cobourg, I looked at the outside temperature 
gauge in my car. It read 11°C! Burr! There were dark clouds 
covering the sky. As I drove northward the temperature 
started to rise and blue skies started to peak through the 
cloud cover. This phenomenon continued all the way to the 
Village. When I finally arrived, the sun was shinning and it 
was 17°C. I discarded my heavy coat!  

Great Expectations... 
Even though I had been to Lang Pioneer Village on a 
number of occasions, I didn’t know what to expect during 
the Pioneer Corn Roast. I was looking forward to finding 
out. I left the Visitor Centre and came to a marquee tent. 
Kawartha Woodturners Guild members were demonstrating 
their skills on the lathe and making toy "spinning tops" for 
the kids! Across the field was the Milburn House. I noticed a 
chalkboard sign that read “Whystle Dawgs”. Initially I 
thought it might be referring to food, but I quickly realized 
that the sign was referring to a musical performance. 
 
Please see Pioneer Corn Roast... on page 18

 

 

 

“Biting the apple!" 
Applefest (2009)

“Carding wool!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010)

“Volunteering at Lang Pioneer Village!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010)
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Pioneer Corn Roast... from page 17 
Unfortunately the "Dawgs" were not scheduled to 
start for another half hour, so I would have to come 
back to hear them. From there I started my tour 
along the Village's dirt roadway. As I walked along, I 
passed several different interpreters, each 
demonstrating their various "pioneer craft" skills. At 
the Village Green, I stopped to listen to “Gopher 
Baroque” performer. Like the audience that was 
seated there, I really enjoyed this trios 
performance! From the Village Green, I continued 
my walk along the Village roadway. I heard the 
‘BOOM”  of a cannon being shot. Down one of the 
side roads The "49th Regiment of Foot Living 
History Unit” had set up an encampment and were 
demonstrating musket and cannon fire. I stopped to 
talk to the re-enactors. We talked about the 
different re-enactments they have participated in 
and about the different re-enactments Judi and I 
had visited. It was a very interesting conversation 
and I learn a lot things that I could use in our War 
of 1812 Celebrations website.  

Continuing My Tour... 
From the 49th Regiment's encampment, I continued 
past the blacksmith shop and then the schoolhouse. 
Outside the blacksmith's building a demonstrator 
was working hewing a log. At the Schoolhouse there 
was a sign indicating that a number of fun games 
were going to be held at 2:30. I had hoped to get 
back to watch the games, but unfortunately, I didn't 
make it. The fun games included sack races and 
three legged races. Past the schoolhouse, I stopped 
at the Shingle Mill. This was the first time I had seen 
a demonstration there. It’s hard to describe exactly 
how the saws work but here is the "uneducated 
version". Inside the Mill there are two large saws, 
one set horizontally and the other vertically. 
Outside the Mill is a large steam tractor with a very 
large flywheel. Hooked over the flywheel is a large 
wide pulley that runs from the tractor into the 
building. In the building it is attached to the saws. 
The whole operation takes three or four men to run. 
One man operates the steam tractor and its 
flywheel and the two men in the building operate 
each of the saws. The horizontal saw cuts the log 
into thin pieces and the vertical saw trims the thin 
pieces. All in all, it was very fascinating and fun to 
watch! Moving on again, I passed the Cider Mill (not 
manned at this event) and came to a table where 
there were two young interpreters were showing 
children how to grind corn into cornmeal.   
Please see Pioneer Corn Roast... on page 19

 

 

 

“Making Cedar Shakes!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010) 

“Gopher Baroque!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010) 

“Making rope!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010) 
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Pioneer Corn Roast... from page 18 

The kids, re-enactors and participants, were all having a 
lot of fun! The next demonstration was taking place in 
the Trade Barn. The interpreter was showing a large 
group how to make rope. He captivated the audience 
with his knowledge! At the side of the Trade Barn, 
another large group of people had gathered. I walked 
toward them to see what they were looking at. It was a 
live birds of prey demonstration. Educators from  “The 
Centre for the Conservation of Specialized Species” were 
on hand to show and talk about these magnificent 
animals. 

The Pioneer Corn Roast... 
After the birds, I found my way to one of the main 
attractions of the day, the Pioneer Corn Roast. Steam 
was rising from the boiling pot! I stood and talked to the 
volunteer who was stoking the fire. I really wanted to 
taste the corn, but I knew I would be in "big trouble" if I 
didn’t go and get Judi! I "dragged" Judi away from her 
volunteer post and we both enjoyed a ear delicious 
roasted corn! While Judi returned to her post to complete 
her duties, I decided to enjoy the wagon ride. This really 
gave me a good perspective of what was happening at the 
Lang Pioneer Village's Pioneer Corn Roast. Any 
"expectations" that I may have had were more than 
meant!  This was the climax to a great day at Lang 
Pioneer Village. 
 

Spooky Halloween 
October 23rd, 2010 

On Arrival... 
There was much excitement during this year’s Spooky 
Halloween at Lang Pioneer Village. The event was held on 
Friday and Saturday nights for two weekends in a row. It's 
the fall and it gets very dark around 6:00 p.m. That’s when 
all the fun begins! Judi was volunteering at this event. 
There were over 50 other volunteers! The doors opened at 
six sharp and the evening was underway. Judi was 
stationed at the main entrance to the Village and was 
selling “glow sticks” to the visitors. It was amazing to see 
the large number of people that continued to flow into the 
Village. When I arrived at about 6:45 p.m., the parking lot 
was full. I think it was the fullest that I have seen! Not only 
were the children dressed in Halloween costumes, the 
parents, grandparents, and most adults were also dressed 
in costumes! The costumes were amazing! A lot of thought 
and effort was put into them! Although it was dark, I could 
not help but see the "gigantic" round hay bail “Spider” as I 
entered the Village!  

Please see Spooky Halloween... on page 20 

 

 

 

“Roasting the corn!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010)

“The corn popper!" 
Pioneer Corn Roast (2010)

“Welcome to the Spooky Village!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010)
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Spooky Halloween... from page 19 
 
It had humongous orange legs made of plastic large 
pipes, a orange “nose” made out of an actual toilet 
seat (including the lid), silver hubcaps for eyes.  This 
was extremely popular with the kids and was a great 
photo opportunity for the adults. What a great way to 
start my adventure at Spooky Halloween! 

Getting Spooked! 
Once inside the Village, I started exploring. I first 
walked over to the Milburn House. The line-up to get 
into it was long. I decided that I would come back to it 
a little later. I moved on to the Carpenter's Shop. Inside 
a mini "pumpkin" putting course had been set up. The 
kids were putting for prizes! Past the Carpenter's Shop 
was the Tinsmith Shop. This had been set up with lots 
of spider webs and VERY large spiders. Amazingly Judi 
had had a hand in setting up the display. She's very 
afraid of real spiders! The display was amazing and I 
was quite impressed! Across from the Tinsmith Shop 
was the Fitzpatrick House. Outside, in the garden area, 
a "spooky" graveyard had been set-up. Inside the house 
pirates were handing out gold (chocolate)"pieces of 
eight" to the children! At the Fife Cabin, across the 
path, a large outdoor fire was burning. Two witches 
were standing around an open caldron stewing some 
kind of "strange brew"! The kids and their parents were 
lined up to try a sample! Continuing along the Spooky 
Halloween path, I came to the Print Shop. Inside 
Pumpkin Buckets had been set up in a row. Each child 
was asked to put their hand in the bucket and guess 
what was in it! Next to the Print Shop was the Keene 
Hotel. Cookies and hot chocolate were being sold to 
both children and adults alike! In one of the hotel 
rooms children could try their hand at pinning the tail 
on a "Black Cat"! Also on the same side of the street 
was the General Store. I made my way inside. The store 
was very crowded. A palm reader was there, ready to 
reveal the secrets of those who dared to ask! 

More Spookiness!  
I crossed the Village Green, over to the Douro Town 
Hall. Tables had been set up so the children come make 
Halloween crafts. Black Bats with feather fur and felt 
eyes were being built! This was a very popular 
attraction! A little further on, in the church build, J.B. 
Buttons was performing magic tricks before an 
enthusiastic audience. From the Village Green area I 
took the dark road to the old school house. As I walked 
along the pathway, I was passed by the tractor pulled 
wagon ride. The wagon was full and everyone seemed 
to be enjoying the tour. 
Please see Spooky Halloween... on page 21 
 

 

 

 

“Spooky Hay Spider!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010) 

“Spooky Graveyard!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010) 

“Spooky story telling!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010) 
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Spooky Halloween... from page 20 
 
The door was shut to the school house, but I could 
here people inside. I opened the door to a blast of hot 
air. The school's stove was throwing off welcomed 
warmth! A school teacher was at the front of the 
classroom telling the attentive audience of adults and 
children an exciting tale. I stayed to listen for a few 
minutes and then continued on to the next building. 
This was the Cheese Factory. It had bee transformed 
from selling smelly cheese to offering delicious candy! 
Candy apples seemed to be the main attraction! The 
store was crammed with excited children! From there 
I continued down the dark Spooky Halloween 
pathway back to the Visitor's Centre. Judi was still 
there selling her "glow stick"! They were almost all 
gone! I stayed to talk with her and then left to visit 
the one building I had missed earlier, the Milburn 
House. The line was now quite short and I was able to 
venture inside. A young man dressed in a black suit 
was explaining to some wide-eyed children that he 
had some "fresh brain" (crushed mangoes) for them to 
sample. One or two were adventurous enough to try 
it, while other turned away with "scrunched up" faces! 
I walked out without taking a sample! 

Back at the "Glow Stick" Table...  
It was getting near closing time, so I walked back to 
Judi and the "glow stick" table. She had sold almost 
all of the sticks. Only pink were left, and not many! 
Although it had been an overcast day, rain had held 
off, that is until closing time! It seemed that last of 
the visitors had left the Village when to rain started 
to come down. I quickly helped Judi move her table 
inside and then went off to collect our car. It had 
been a tiring but rewarding day and we were glad to 
be on our way home. Spooky Halloween at Lang 
Pioneer Village had been a great success! 
 

Lang Pioneer Village - 
A Friendly Place 
Back on October 6th and 13th, 2009, I posted a 
two blog articles that described 4 of the most 
"Friendly Places" that Judi and I have visited. Lang 
Pioneer Village was one of those four "Friendly 
Places". Since that article was written, Judi has 
become a dedicated volunteer and we have visited 
and re-visited the Village for several more events. 
To quote Judi from one of her articles, "The event 
I enjoyed the most was the Festival of Textiles 
held this past summer.  Both Gary and I had the 
privilege of dressing in period costumes and 
participating in the fashion show portion of the 
event.  I was amazed at the professionalism and 
organization of this event.  Somehow, on a  very 
hot day, 44 volunteers partook in a very 
professional show.  It was only one part of an 
interesting, exciting and fun weekend. In all, we 
were treated like royalty.  It was nerve-racking 
and exhausting but most rewarding!"  

Please see Lang Pioneer Village... on page 22 
 

 

 

 

“Spooky spider web!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010)

“In period costume at the Village!" 
Festival of Textiles (2009) 

“Spooky guessing!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010)
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Lang Pioneer Village... from page 21 
 
As a matter of interest, there are only three more 
unvisited events remaining, the Smoke and Steam Show 
(June), Dominion Day (July) and the Antique and Classic 
Car Show (July). Hopefully Judi and I will visited these in 
2011. Of course, who knows, Joe, Laurie and the gang 
might have some new events planned! These will 
eventually be visited too, stay tuned!   

Here is the Adventures of the Festival Nomad blog 
article I wrote on October 13th, 2009 about Lang Pioneer 
Village and its wonderful staff and volunteers. 

Friendly Places (Part Two)…  
This article acknowledges our two remaining “Friendly 
Places”. We certainly appreciate all people and places 
described in these two articles! 

Lang Pioneer Village (Keene) - A few years ago I met a 
fellow "Cobourgian" at the annual Festivals and Events 
Ontario (FEO) conference. She recognized me and 
introduced herself to me. She told me that she was the 
Special Event Co-coordinator for Lang Pioneer Village in 
Keene. I had heard of the Village, but had never visited 
it. My new friend, Laurie Siblock, suggested that Judi 
and I should come and tour the Village sometime. After 
our chance meeting at the FEO conference, Judi and I, 
plus my family, have visited Lang Pioneer Village on a 
number of occasions! Along the way Laurie has introduced 
us to a number of the Village’s volunteers and staff, 
including Joe Corrigan, the Village’s General Manager. 
Now when we visit the Lang Pioneer Village, Judi and I 
feel like family. This past summer we participated in 
their Festival of Textiles’ Fashion Show as “period 
models” and more recently Judi volunteered as a raffle 
ticket seller at their Applefest. Lang Pioneer Village is 
just one of those places we can go at any time and always 
be welcomed! 

Ontario Festivals Visited 
P.O. Box 272 

Cobourg, ON K9A 4K8 CANADA 
Phone/Fax: 

1-888-818-0255 
E-mail: info@ontariofestivalvisited.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

“Parading at the Village!" 
Fur Trade Re-enactment (2008)

“Kids having fun at the Village!" 
Spooky Halloween (2010)

“Volunteering at the Village!" 
Christmas By Candlelight (2007)


